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PREFACE. 



Ik presenting these discourses to the public 
the readier will naturally expect some apology. 

Tlie first was published in 1809, in quarto, 
under the title '^ A Discourse on the Being of a 
God, by an Unitarian:" only a few copies were 
printed, for the perusal of some of my friends. 
Since which period I have made mauy correct- 
tions; therefore it is not that but this publi- 
cation I avow as my sentiments. 

The addresses prefixed to the discourses will 
inform the reader what were the motives that 
induced me to commit my thoughts to paper, 
assuring him that they are my real sentiments ; 
and I publish them on my conviction of their 
truth. I shall now lay down my pen, assuring 
the barking ecclesiastic or reviewer, he will 
never draw me from my retirement and ob- 
scurity to defend these opinions, but leave the 
book to its fate; desiring him, if he find fault 
with it, to remember the admonition cf Christ, 
'^ And ifvhy beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam 
that is in thy own eye?'* 
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DISCOURSE 

ATTEMPTING TO PROVE THAT THE ROOT OF ALL 
9YSTEM9 OF THEOLOGY ARE THE SAME. 



ADDRESS, 



Tme pr^udices of people of different 
faiths, have caused the author to examine cerr 
tain writings accounted sacred hy different na- 
tions; and also the polemical writers of this 
country of the greatest celebrity : the impres- 
sion they have mad^ on his mind c^rp delineated 
in tlie following pages 
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DISCO URSE, SfC* 



'' O mtj people, worship God; ye have no 
God besides him ; tje only imagine falsehoods 
in setting up idols and intercessors of your own 
making^ (Cap. 2.) '' Who is the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth? God. Have ye therefore 
taken unto yourselves protectors besides him^ 
who are: unable either to help or t6 defend them^ 
selves from hurt ? Have they attributed com^ 
panions linto God/ who have created as he hath 
created? God is the Creator of all things; h^ 
is the one, the VtctoriousGod !" ( Cap. 13, Sale'a 
Alcoran of Mahommed.) 



It is customary, in these Christian countries, id 
take the texts of sermons or discourses on theo* 
logy from holy writ, commonly called the Old 
and the New Testamenti silituble to the subject 
of the discourse which is delivered of written } 
and that discourse commented from the same. 
In conformity to that custom, I take mt text 
from a book accounted Sacred by the Matiom^ 
tans, and to hold sceptical ideas of it would, in 
that country, be considered as monstrous. 

As it is my intention to examine the tenets of 
fill the grand branches of theological systems in 
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the world, I have iaken my text from the book 
^Ijiove noted ; and hope to make it appear to an 
impartial o^ server^ that all religious systems arq 
intended to make men good ; and not as men, 
who have contracted ideas, view them ; thai 
their faith is the only true one, and doom others, 
who may chance to |)e educated in a different 
belief, to everlasting punishment. 

Mahomet, in the two quotations, insists on 
the i4nnecessitt/ of having mediators between 
God and man. This declaration of a prophet 
of the justness of God, is worthy to be trans- 
mitted to posterity. Whatever Mahomet may 
have promtilgated respecting his being a pro- 
phet, sent from the Most Hi^h God, to gain the 
ascendancy over his countrymen, necessary to a 
reformation amongst mankind ; he knew and, as 
above, expressed himself, that he had no more 
authority from the Omnipotent than any other* 
teacher ; and, in the sense of the word prophet^ 
he^ nor any other teacher, could or did mcaii 
any more than that they possessed more refined 
and enlarged ideas of a Supreme Being; anc[ 
that, by their sublimity of precept and exem- 
plary conduct, they endeavoured lo draw man- 
kind into the practice of virtue. Such was the 
intention of all other legislators, who endeavoured 
to reform mankind. In the dark ages of the 
world, when miracles* were esteemed, the re- 
formers were obliged to have recourse to these 
pretensions to gain that ascendancy which was 
necessary to the great work they had under- 
taken. 

Mankind, in all ages as well as the present, 
(particularly those that have weak intellects), 
build their faith on the implicit credit of these 

f See Chubb on Miracles, &c. 
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teachers ;f soine have no Inclination^ and otJ^er$ 
no abilitv to think for themselves ; cotiscquently 
are led on in the path their teachers point out ; 
never thinking to question whether that is the 
most eligible one or not.§ Witness the gigantio 
strides of fanaticism recorded of people in differ 
rent nations^ who have considered that the path 
pursued b} them was the only true one^ and that 
all Qtbcrs led to misery and wretchedness; little 

+ Dr. White has eloqnently defined the cause of the sue. 
Qes8 of innovators, called reformers. ^^ God has constituted 
us free agents, and has enduc4 MS >yith faculties, which 
though sufficient, if properly exprted, to lead us into the 
discoTery of (ruth, are still limited and circumscribed. We 
are therefore fallable creiaitnres, liable to be imposed upon 
either by the delusions of our own imaginations, or by the 
artificers of Interested impostcrs. Unqualified for deep spe. 
^ulation and laborions research, the gteat bulk of ^^ankind 
is oftener directed by fancy, by prejudice, or interest, tl)aii 
by reason. Hence it happens, that, misled by the craft and 
canning of those who lie in wait to deceive, or seduced b^ 
doctrines flattering and agreeable to the corruption of the 
human heart, numbers, in ail ages, forsaking the truth, have 
embraced with willingness, and propagated with zeal, the 
grossest and most pernicious mistakes." — Sermons^ page 51. 

§ *' The people," says Bishop Synnesius, in Calvit, page 
315, '^ are desirous of being deceived ; we cannot act other. 
wise respecting them. The case was similar with the ancient 
priests of Egypt; and, for th[s re^qn, they shut them, 
selres up in their temples, and there composed their 
mysteries, oat of the reach' of the eye of the people." And 
also, ^^for had the people been In the secret they might have 
been offended at the deceptiofi played upon them. * In the 
moan time how is it possjble to conduct oqe's self otherwise 
with the people so long as they are the people ? For my own 
part, to myself, I shall always be a philp^opher, but in 
dealing with the nftiss of mankind, I shall be a priest."— 
^^ A little jargon," says Gregory Nazianzen to St. Jerome, 
fHieron. ad Nap,) ^' is all that is necessary to iq[)pp$o oi| ' 
the people. The less they comprehend, the more they ad« 
mire. Our forefathers, and doctors of the church, have 
often said, not what they thought, but what circumstances 
afid necessity dictated to them." 
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iupiiosing that their teachers taught only a my^ 
ihological system of truths disguised under 
hyperbolical figures^ to gain ascendancy over 
their minds^ the more successfully to draw them 
aside from the paths of misery^ to that which 
should lead them to happiness^ and make them 
good members of society. To demonstrate this 
we need only refer to the sacred writings, where 
we shall find it enforcing, that, '' A remnant of 
all shall be saved;" (i. e.) a remnant of all reli- 
gious opinions in the world; let their faith be what 
it may ; provided their conduct in this life be 
regulated by that unerring standard. Virtue. 
From which we may safely infer, that, from the 
beginning of time, some have been found ( be«» 
fore any religious systems disturbed the world ) 
who had regulated their conduct by that stan- 
dard so as to inherit the favour of the first 
Author of Nature : independent of that faith in 
any prophet, which the devotee says is necessary 
to salvation. 

The different sectaries all build their faith oct 
some sacred record of antiquity ; some of more 
and some of less merit for regulating man in 
society. The Bible is the criterion of the Jews; 
and the basis of the Christian faith ;^ is consi- 
dered as the word of God, and was wr^Eehby in- 
spiration; whether or no the writers were in- 
spired it is of no consequence to us. The laws 
of Moses were only civil laws to regulate that 
people ; and it is evident, by what remain of' 
them, that Moses never taugnt the doctrine of 
ihe immortality of the soul ; therefore he had 
no idea of reward or punishment her tafter : con- 
sequently his laws had no restraint on men's 
actions, only in a civil manner. These laws werci 
$uch as were calculated to regulate that nation 
for the good of its people; and society finding 
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the value of them (being at that time superior 
to most of their neighbours)^ immortalized the 
author as divine. This shews they are the laws 
of man and not of God; and are no more calcu* 
lated to gain life eternal than any other laws : and 
possess no other saving power than which nature 
every v^^here presents: — "none can be saved but 
those that regulate their lives by virtue." The 
laws thus given to the Jews^ are sufiBcient to guide 
men to the practice of virtue^ if the professors 
adhere to the precepts laid down in that volume^ 
as well as any other system promulgated. 

The next is the Newr Testament, which was 
bequeathed to the world by Jesus Christ and his 
apostles. The superstructure of which is raised 
from the books of the Jews, mixed with other 
notions which then pi-evailed in the East. This 
person observing the degenerate state of his coun* 
trymeuj who were inured to rapine and war, and 
having more than common knowledge of the 
then existing theology, endeavoured to reform 
them by that beautiful precept, "If a man smite 
thee on one cheek, turn the other to him also.** 
He has left nothing of his doctrines in his own 
writing ; consequently what has come down to 
tis was written by his zealous supporters^ who 
have made him of divine origin.* To do which, 
they united in their accounts, the more easily 
to impress belief, that he was the person pro* 
phesied of in Isaiah and others, considered pro- 
phets by the Jews ; which books, it is probable, 
are nothing but allegorical Hebrew poems, and 
on comparative estimate on the same basis as the 
Pagan allegories, whose gods were considered, 

*See Stone's Sermong, where he attempts to prore that 
Christ was a Man, and not the Son of God ; and also Darie's 
Sermonj *^ Jeius of Nazareth^ the son of Joseph.'^ 



\ 
t 



u 

by the plebeians of those nations^ of divine 
originaL Scarcely any of the accounts of the 
life of Jesus agree with each other in 3ome of 
the most material circumstances. The silence 
of the contemporary Pagan and Jewish* his- 
torians make it appear probable^ that he was not 
such a person as some of his followers have sup- 
posed. Just after the apostles' days was the 
time most likely to know more of the divinity 
of Jesus ; jet we find the falhersf of the church 
bring such contradictions to the gospel^ as de- 
livered by the apostles and others^ that it is quite 
uncertain what is and what is not the true precepts 
of Christ; thcrefore^as his doctrines are rendered 
so uncertain by the interpolations;]; of bigots or 
partiest to favour theix own corrupt view?, we 
cannot tell to what length those pious frauds 
were practised, therefore we cannot give implicit 

* If we Gxcopt a book calli^d '^ Stephen Toliloth Yesckuy'*^ 
which was published by Mr. Wagknseil, in Vol. II. of his 
work, called ^^ Tvia IgneaV 'Ihis book, was known in the 
second century ; ^^Colsi:s citc'S it with exultation ;'' there 
is anothiT book that bears the name of Toltdos JesUj 
published by M. HuLniuc in 1705. '1 he author calls hrm. 
8t>lf Jonathan, was contemporary with ChWst, and lived at 
Jerusalem. See Note (A) Appendix. 

+ An author who was conversant uith the writings of the 
fathers of the church, speaks thus of them. *' They take 
fiuch a liberty in the interpretation of the Scriptures, that 
one has much a do to think them serious or capable o€ 
believing what they themselves have written. It is certain 
if a modern author was to write at the rate the greatest 
amongst them frequently do, he would be universally dc 
spiscd and neglected; for a proof," says he, "he (th6 reader) 
may have a specimen in a piece of St. Cyprian against the 
Jews, and to St. Augustin upon the Psalms, where he will 
have, if I mistake not, enough to ^ufo his stoiQ^cl^,'/ Soe 
^'ote (B) of the Appendix. 

J For the proof of this, peruse Marsh*s Edition of 
^( Michaelis on the New Testament ;" «« Evansoq's^ Dis. 
^onance," 8vo. ; also many Unitarian sermons 5. and als« 
the Note 1(0) of the Appcndiju . . 
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credit to all that is related respecting his divino 
origin. Sufficient is it for us^ at this present 
period^ to follow his laws as we find them^* and 
not build our faith upon things of which we are 
ignorant. The writings of the apostles con^ 
ccrning the doctrine of Christy contain the most 
sublime precepts for regulating our conduct i|i 
this life, and enforce the adoration of one Su- 
preme God. This sopietj of religionists has 
oranched ipto ptiany seci^aries, who all shelter 
their opinions on some text qr obscurp pass'hg^ 
in the Testament ; and explain the same in such 
a manner as to favour their belief and own pri- 
vate views, and not as was intended by the ori- 
ginal penman. This has led to war, hatred, and 
bloodshed^ by different branches of society 
against each other: a practice inimical to the 
precepts of Chf ist, and perverting the intentiop 
of one of the most sublim^ laws of this legislator : 
f' Do unto others as you would tketj should dp 
^nto you:'^ al3o the axiom I have before quoted- 
These laws are purely of a pacific kiqd, and ap 
utter contradiction to their practices of rapine 
and war. They pervert his gospel to the worst 
pf purposes, and are enemies to Christ and his 
doctrine. They are not Christians and followers 
of his doctrines, who profess to believe in his 
divine origin, and who$e actions ar^ contrary tp 
their belief. 

The next great branch of the society of Reli- 
gious, is the Mahometans ;§ which sprung up 
fifter Christ, and was intended by the founder 
^o unite in ope focus the different systems then 

* For a deyelopcment of the laws of Cl)ri3t, and what \% 
that law as far as it can with any certainty be known, se^ 
Chnbb on <^The True Gospel of Jesus Christ asserted.*' 

§ F^r ^ particular account of Mahomet, his doctrine, 9iC^ 
l^e Sale's AJcoran of Mahommed, % vols. Sto^ 
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111 being. How far he has succeeded I shall not 
determine: I shall only examine \vhether the 
doctrine he competent to answer the end pro- 
posed. The Alcoran, as his followers blindly 
say^ came from Heaven^ in chapters; and was 
revealed io Mahomet by an angel^ and is 
believed as such by one tenth part of mankind. 
In the Christian countries it is universally con- 
sidered as spurious^ and not from God; and as 
I am addressing myself to Christians^ I shall 
enforce no other argument. As God is not a 
partial Being, as I hope to make it appear in the 
sequel, therefore if none were to be saved but 
those that believed in the several prophets which 
chance had placed amongst them, he must in- 
evitably be partial to a particular class of his 
creatures. 

The Koran ( which is the guide of their con- 
duct, ) every where enforces the utmost reve- 
rence to the Supreme Architect ; and vengeance 
to the deceitful and libertintfua character, and 
those inimical to the practice of virtue. This 
book of laws Is calculated for the gobd order of 
society, the reformation of vice, and adapted to 
the country which is was intended to reform; 
and is, therefore^ of equal divine authority with 
any other. 

The next that follow in succession are those 
most ancient and venerable remains of antiquity^ 
that have excited the attention of the enlightened 
in all ages, the Branuns,the Chinese, and many 
other nations which are called Pagan. These 
possess their sacred books of the greatest anti- 
quity ; and are the basis on which are built all 
the other records that are accounted sacred by 
the Jews, Christians, and Mahometans. These 
books contain the most sublime ideas of a God ; 
and such precepts for the guidance of men in 
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. tViU world, as may justly entUlc ilicm to txi 
Sacred, and penned by inspiration from God, ast 
any of the foregoing unerring scriptures, that 
were written for the guidance of the respective 
divisions enumerated. 

I have thus far given a short retrospective 
view of the basis of all the grand divisions iit 
the world ; and find that they all direct Us to 
two fundamental points t 1st, '' To worship the 
Omnipotent Creator with piety;** 2d, " To do 
unto our neighbours as tee would thejf should 
do unto us,'* 

By fulfilling these fundamental laws^ which 
nature presents to us, without these sacred re-^ 
cords, is sufficient to gain the favour of the 
First Former of Nature. 

Many different sect^aries will clamor* and 
say, that theirs is the only true doctrine^ and 

* Sec on this subject in Volrtey's Ituins of Empirefi, 
*'A learned professor of one of tho uiiiversitios of thisi&Iand 
has given to the public this learned paragraph : ^ To dfljscent 
in this ^country from tlie doctrines of the established cfiurch, 
is to dfficent without tL real cause.' Now we may observe 
here, tnat those words might be used as logically in a mosque 
at Constantinople^ as in the chUrch or kirlc of an English or 
Scotch university. Tho argument of the professor runs thust 
the doctrines of the established church are in all respects 
conformable with the sacred wrltiitgs I therefore to djflcent 
from them is to di^scent without a real cau^e.^Thci 
mufti, in the mosque at Constantinople, using the same 
language, meaits, by the sacred writings, the Koran ; and he 
assuredly has as great a right, as we shall see in the sequel , 
to assert that the doctrines of his established church agree 
with the Koran, as the Scotch or English professor to as* 
scribe a conformity between each of theiif doctrines, and 
their holy scriptures. 

^< But may we not suppose a Mahometan Dissenter to ad« 
dress the mufti in these wonds ? ^ Yon have the advantage 
of a learned education, and are here in authority* I was 
educated in Persia, by a mufti in as great repute for l6irning 
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that mine is false. To such I would premise^ 
that when we reflect that God created thi^ 



as yourself, and, in that kingdom, he was of equal anthority, 
Now, my Persian instructor assured mc, that the establish^ d 
church in Persia are, in all respects, conformable with the 
Divine Koran. 1 haye, therefore, a real cause for dissent* 
ing from the established church at Constantinople, because 
I am not learned enough to judge between you learned gen^ 
tiemen, who can maintain, with equ^il p^tinacity, your re- 
spective opinions. The argument between you, whose 
doctriiie is really in all respects conformable to the Divine 
Koran, who is to decide ? Both of you zcere educated in 
the opinions you nozo profess to believe : it is the intent of 
each of you to maintain them: your rank, your conse. 
quence, your wealth, depends on your respective opinions 
remaining established in each of your kingdoms. Now 
there are upwards of seventy. two different sects professing 
Islanism ; and, as it is seventy.one to one against your be- 
ing right, surely it does not argue much in favour of 
your discretion, to use an argument which each of these 
8eyenty.one sects may retort agajnst you ; and when, prom 
bablyj no one zciii decide in your favour except those of your 
oTsn sect^ and who will be considered by others to have im« 
bibed similar prejudices.' 

^^ If the case of the two mufties, the Turkish and the Per- 
sian, were laid before our learned professor, I have not the 
least doubt that he would dismiss the pretentions of both with 
strict impartiality, ^Neither of you,' he would say, ^caq 
be allowed to be a judge in his own cause. What each of 
you assert in his own mosque, before men of his own prr- 
suasion, whose applause be will obtain for the warmth of 
bis sentiments in unison with theirs, cannot pass with the 
impartial and unbiassed. Since each of you ascribe the 
want of reason to the other, the probability is, that both of 
you have sacrificed that faculty of your mind to your pre* 
judice. You cannot both be right; and as so many millions 
of persons bowing to the authority of Mahomet equally with 
yourselves, interpret his words in a manner which both of 
you explode, I, who know little of the Koran, cannot judge 
between you ; but, whatever may be the value of your re- 
spective opinions, / shall recommend to you to have some 
regard for that of others^ xcho may have as good or betteir. 
grounds than you have for maintaining their doctrines^* "— * 
Monthly Repository, Vol. Y. page 16, 
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globe^ which hangs upon nothing, but is moved 
in an orbit regulated by certain laws^ in the 
boundless infinity of space, where worlds infi- 
nitum revolve in their spheres; man was created 
to people the earth, and was supplied with every 
necessary which nature required ; consequently, 
man was created by God, and all are alike his 
children : he endowed him with reason, which 
was to be his guide through life, and is of the 
greatest consequence to him : if he make not 
proper us,e of it, he perverts the intention of his 
Creator. This reason is our monitor ; and tells 
us, on reflection, that which is right to ourselves 
or neighbours, and that which is contrary. 
This inward monitor is the good principle that 
the Jews were told they would receive hy foU 
lowing the laws of the prophet Moses; the 
Christians, by the revelations pf Christ, which 
he taught under the hyperbolical figure of the 
Holy Ghost; the JMahometaJis, by following 
the laws of the prophet Mahomet ; the Bramins, 
and others, by their different prophets, that 
have promulgated their laws : and is that pleasr- 
ing satisfaction we feel in our minds of doing 
that whicli is good. From which we may safely 
infer, what Mahomet s&ys in my text : '' my 
people, worship God; ye have no God besides 
him ; ye only imagine falsehoods in setting up 
idols and intercessors of your own making." 
As God is the Creator of all, he gave to the 
first people that criterion called conscience, 
whereby to regulate their conduct, and secure 
repose in another world. If he had not given 
them a means whereby they might be saved, he 
would not have acted as their parent ; there«- 
fo^re this power was sufficient in the first ages 
(as they had bo prophet sent from God for 
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thousands of year, if we credit th6 records of 
the Jews) to save mankind^ independent of any 
written laws that have come down to us : conse^- 
quently^ sufficient unto this present period, 
without the unintelligible jargon of the popular 
creeds. 

If the scctUiary would Consider that all men 
are alike to Cod> he must naturally suppose^ 
that each has an equal power from the Omni-* 
potent to inherit his favour; recollecting that it 
is education* that has formed his belief; or the 
company he has kcpt^ or the books he has read ; 
and not the superiority of their precepts : con- 
sequently^ his belief is not to be considered in- 
fallible. Had he been educated amongst the 
Bramins^ he would have been a Bramin ; and 



* For a detclopemcnt of the impression M^hicH education 
makes on the mind, see Bigland's Letters on Ancient History, 
and his Essays. And for prejudice on the mind, when once 
formed, peruse the following elegant obserraUon : 

^' There is something exceedingly curious in the consUtu« 
tion and operation of prejudice. It has the singular ability 
of accommodating itself to all the possible varieties of the 
human mind. Some passions and vices are but thinly scat, 
tered among mankind ; and find only here and there a fit. 
ness for reception* But prejudice, like the spider, makes 
every inhere its home. It has neither taste or choice of 
place; but all that it requires is room. There is scarcely 
a situation, except fire or water, in which a spider will not 
live. So, let the mind be as naked as the walls of an empty 
and forsaken tenement, gloomy as a dungeon, or ornamented 
with the richest abilities of thinking; let it be hot, cold, 
dark, or light, lonely or inhabited; still prejudice, if un. 
distubed, will fill it with cobwebs ; and live, like the 
spider, where there seems nothing to live on. If the one 
prepares her food by poisoning it to her palate and her use, 
the other does the same ; and as several of oar passions are 
strongly charactered by the animal world, prejudice may* 
he denominated the spider of the mind." — Redhead York^s 
Letters from France. 
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\¥ould have considered their records of dif ine 
origin^ as vvell as those of Christ. So little has 
any one to pride himself on his belief^ that it 
ought to moderate his passions^ and direct his 
prayer to that Creator from whom all our bletf-» 
sings spring. How different has it been ; accord- 
ing to records^^ in all ages^ nations a0d people 
have made war with each other^ purely in the 
cause and support of religious systems; and 
deluged nations and cities with the blood of 
men who professed a diB*erent faith ; merely 
because they held speculative doctrines different 
from them. I would beg such speculatists and 
intolerants to ,consider^ that all faiths are a 
matter of opinion^ built on no other foundation 
than ancient fables ; and that^ if we practice 
yirtue in all our dealings here^ we shall meet 
with happiness hereafter^ let our speculative 
opinions be what they may. I shall now con- 
clude^ in hope|[ that, on serious reflection, all 
such will acknowledge their own imperfectne^ ; 
and unite with me in a prayer to the Disposer 
of all events. 

'* O thou, who knowest both what is present 
and what is concealed ! O thou, who art the 



* The holy wars may be advanced as a striXkiDg example. 
The varioas marders of the Jews by the Chrifstians, and the 
massacres of the Protestants by the Catholics, when a re* 
flective mind meditates on those important events, it makes 
his hair stand erect at such cruelties and ask himself, ^^ Is 
this done in the cause of religion, to please our Common 
Father ? This is not religion. Religion infuses into our 
minds meakness and charity to all mankind. Oh deluded 
mortals ! you are pIMrsuing phantoms of your imagination ; 
rendering yourselves monsters that ought to be exterminated 
from the earth !" 
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Understanding of the sinner and of the saint ! 
O teach thy devotees the several works, which 
it will please thee, that they should perform; 
and by that means we may imprint on our 
obsequious hearts, the reflection of thy Mojestic 
Essence,*' (From the 4th A^hya^e of the 
Sheeve Pouran. ) 



DISCOURSE 

ON BAPTISM. 



ADDRESS, 



The author, after perusing the various 
controversies respecting baptismSj was induced 
to commit to paper his thoughts; conceiving 
piat the real meaning of the texts had been 
misconstrued. 



DISCO unSE, 6fc. 



'^ I indeed baptize ifou with water to repen* 
tance : but he who cometh after me is mightier 
than Ij whose sandals I am not worthy to 
carry; he will baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and wiihjire," Matthew iii. 11. 



JouN^ whose language I have taken for ray 
textj baptized with water unto repentance. In 
the primitive times it was considered typical of 
washing the soul pure from worldly corruption; 
as the skin is washed clean by watcr^ so ought 
the soul of man from evil. But after a certain 
period the mind of man deviated from truth and 
ivandercd into imaginary shades^ darkened their 
former perceptions with false glosses^ so that 
new views of the subject were promulgated } 
time advanced and ideas multiplied^ so did 
iBysteras of religious opinions. We find one party 
insisting on water baptism of adults^ * others on 

• I have perused a very interesting book intiited " The 
Dippers Dipt ; or the Anabaptists dvck'd and plvng'd oyer 
head and ears, at a Disputation in Southwark, &c. By 
Daniel Featley^ London, 1645," 4to* 

F 
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\vater baptism of infants, and others oti tlie 
baptism of fire, >¥hich is the Holy Ghost.* The 
texts of scriptures^ for their several opinions, I 
shall quote and briefly examine the subject; 
after \vhich I have reason to suppose, the reader 
\vill agree with me^ thkt it is only the baptism 
of the mind^ typical that the mind must be ren- 
dered pure by virtuous actions^ >¥nich was in- 
tended by the practice of water baptism. 

''Go ye and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father^ and 
of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you." Matt, zxviii. 19, 30. 

'' And he said unto th&ih. Go ye into all the 
^orld and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved : 
but he who believeth not shall be condemned." 
Mark xvi. 15, 16. 

'' Know ye not that as many of us as have been 
baptized into Jesus Christ, have beeh baptized 
into his death ? so vVe also should walk in new- 
ness of lifci." Romans vi. 3, 4. 

The apostle baptized the gaoler with all that 
belonged to him. And Lydca and her household. 
Acts xvi. *I5. 

The custom of the church is adduced by 
some. St. Austine says, '' the custome of our 
mother the church, in baptizing infants, is no 
way to be slighted or rejected ; neither were it 
at all to be bcleeved if it were not an apostolicall 
tradition.'^ 

The synod of Miletitain decreed that '' who- 
soever shall deny baptisme to children, even as 

* In suppoH of this opinion, see the '^ Apology for th'i 
True Christian DiTinitj professed by the People called 
Quakers, bj Robert Barclay," 8vo. 



80on as they pome out of their mothers' wpmbj 
let him be accursed/' 

Those who hold that baptism is only typical 
of the saving power we receive from God, by a 
pure and good life^ acting whilst here with per* 
feet meekness and charity to all animated na^ 
turc; the following injunctions they quote: 

" He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire/- Matt. iii. 11. 

*' Verily, verjly, I say unto thee, unless a man 
be born of water and of the spirit he cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven.*' John iii. 5. 

^^Suffer the little children to come unto me and 
forbid them not, for of such like is the kingdom 
of God. Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
he can by no means enter therein/' Luke xviii. 
16, 17. 

That great reformer, which is the author of 
the two last sentences, clothed his sublime 
precepts under the hyperbolical figure of bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost. I have, in a former 
discourse, shewn that the Holy Ghost was the 
good principle represented under different names 
by different' teachers according to the respective 
ideas of theology they promulgated. Christ in« 
forms us, that '^ Except a man be born again 
he shall not see the king4Qfn of God;** the mean- 
ing of which is, that to be saved we must new 
model our mind and action by a steady ad^ 
her^ice to moral laws, which teach us how to 
regulate our actions towards Gpd qnd man; 
it is not in being baptized with water that is to 
secure happiness, but in the practice of virtue. 
Mr. Cartwright* draws the same conclusion 

* Conf?ta(ion of the Rhemist Translation of the New 
Tpstament, folio. 
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ftespecting water baptism, '^ For the baptisnie of 
John and our Sauiour Christ being one and the 
same/' " that many are washed with the sacra- 
fnentalt water which haue no spot of sinne done 
awatj. For seeing thereunto it needful! the 
\vasliing and purging hand of our Sauiour 
Christ, and the request of a good conscience 
Tnto God, ( which onely the eternall loueof God^ 
and his free election before the beginning of the 
world, f is able to procure the presence of;) it 
cannot bee that the sacramentall water, which 
^Iwayes is not thus accompanied^ can make men 
snow white from their sinnes." 

Tertullian, one of the ancieqt fathers, saitb^ 
''That it is a carnall act that we are dipped in 
water, but it is the effect of the spirit that we 
are deliuered from sinnes.'' Cjprian saith, ''that 
remission of sinnes, whether it be |^iuen by 
baptisme or by other sacraments, is properly of 
the spirit of God ; in that to him alone belongeth 
the priuiledge of the affecting thereof. Also^ 
whether Judas or Paul baptise it is Christy that 
washeth^ absolueth, and doth away the sinne. 
Neither doth water wash the soule, but first 
itselfe is washed of the spirit^ that it may wasti 
pthers spiritually." 



f That is the Almighty author of nature, when he ere. 
ated all animated Beings, endowed them with intelectuaf 
sense which was to be (heir guide through Hfo, this sense 
informs them what is and what is not virtue, and this virtue 
is the Holy Ghost or the good principle we nourish in our 
bosom when we are baptized, /. e. when we cast off our evil 
ways and do that which is good ; and as every man is a free 
agent, consequently has a free will whether he will be vir^ 
tuous or not, and receive the reward of his virtue or be 
punished for his disobedience. 

^ That is by following the doctrines of Christ, which 
teach tt9 to do that which is right. 



39 

As the above is a doctrine no one can Ahr. 
prove^ I shall now enquire of what benefit to 
fnankind is water baptism. 

Water baptism was first introduced by John 
Itmong the Christians^ typical of the doctrine 
that was about to be promulgated amongst 
them. At the time of John men were prone to 
outward ceremonies^ he in consequence intro- 
duced the new doptrine that was to be promuU 
gated by Christ uoder the emblematical figure 
of baptism : '^ / indeed baptize you unto re- 
pentance," that is^ the mind and actions must 
be freed from corruption^ and as pure in the 
sight of God, as the body i$ washed clean by 
water. In the appearance of Christ, as a 
teacher of morality, the assertion of John was 
verified, '' I indeed baptize you unto repentance, 
but one mightier than I cometh, the laichet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to unlose, he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire," 
For he, by the sublime precepts he preached to 
the people, inforces the practice of good workrf 
which can make men happy. As baptism wa$ 
typical of the practical truths that he after- 
wards taught to men, and as these truths are 
universally disseiri mated in difierent nations we 
have no more use for water baptism. So perr 
fectly convinced was St. faul of this that, in his 
ppistlc to the Corinthians, he thus r^oices that 
he had baptized so few : " / thank God I bap- 
tized none of yon except Crispus and Gains, ^c. 
for Christ sent me not to baptize but to preach 
the gospel;" that is, the rule whereby we may 
be sayed. By this declaration of Paul we are 
convinced that baptism was only a shadow to 
pave the way of what followed, which was to 
worfc a pergonal change in their conduct^ and a| 
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we DOW possess the precept^ their prototype 
pughtto vanish as it is of no more use to salva- 
tion, than in believing in the infallibility of the 
Roman see. As baptism and all the outward 
peremonies is not Christianity, nor is the cere^ 
monies of the Jews, Brachmens, or Mahometans 
pure religion, but the vital principle of each, 
that are the same and will save all men, if they 
live up to their respective dictates. Strip all 
religious systems of their absurdities, and wo 
shall find a portion of good sufficient to gain 
the favour of the First Former of Nature ; it i^ 
only in the outward ceremonies they differ, in- 
vented by men to gain power and dominion over 
their fellow creatures. 

As baptism 'is only typical of the divinity of 
Christ, whose moral lessons he infused into the 
minds of the people, by which means he was 
enabled to wori( a per$oiial change * \n their 

* ^^ Mankind in general were grossly corrupted botk 
Yf'ith respect to their understandings, their affections, and 
^ctions, when our Lord undertook to reform theni^ 
and this rendered each one personally displeasing to hif 
Maker, as eacli one was become the proper object of his 
dislike. Every one who had behaved grossly unworthy of, 
and unsuitable tq his character, and who had thereby dis- 
appointed the very being and end of his creation; did by 
this means render himself personally displeasing to hif 
Maker and the proper object of his resentment. For as man 
is a free Being, who has the direction of his own actions, 
as he is endowed with discerning and reasoning faculties,' 
lyhich, when carefully used and attended to, uould in gene* 
ral righflj/ direct his understanding^ his affections^ and 
actions ; (excepting in difficult cases, in which he would 
be liable to err, and consequently to act wrong, and whicH 
If rong behaviour his kind Creator would not unreasonably 
fake aq advantage from) so this puts it in erery man's 
power, and leaves it to his own choice to behave well ov 
ill ; to render himself personally pleasing or displeasing tq 
God j and consequently to be the proper objects of Divine 
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iictiotis and was rendered a saviour to tti^iH. 
It was this alone that made Christ a saviouf> 
and caused him to be worshipped as such^ as 
we know this to be the direct meaning of the 
baptism of lire and the Holy Ghost. I again 
k'epeat, that We ought to consider water baptisni 
under no other light than emblematical of the 

favour and resentment; and as. the generality, or at least 
a great part, of our species had made a wrong choice, had 
by their ill behaviour rendered themseltes personally dis^ 
pleasing to their Maker, and by that means were become 
the proper objects of his resentmeiit : so there was no other 
possible way in which Christ could be a saviour to them^ 
but by his worlcing a personal change in them, or rather by 
his recommending such momentous truths to their conside- 
ration as, when seriously attended to, would dispose and 
engage them to reform themselves, and work In them such 
a change as would make them cease to be the proper obi 
jects of Divine dislike and resentment, and become per^ 
sonally pleasing to God by being thereby the proper object 
bf his favour. 1 say this was the only possible way in which 
Christ could be a saviour to mankind; because this was the 
only possible way in whibh he could render men personally 
pleasing to their Maker, and the proper object of hii 
Divine regard. It was mens vicious and wicked behaviour 
vnlif which rendered them personally displeasing to God) 
Und which made them the proper objects of his resentment^ 
and therefore thore was nothing in nature but mens rc'* 
formation and their right behaviour which could possible 
render them personally pleasing to him, and make them 
the proper objects of his favour. God is eternally and un« 
changeably the same; he always likes or dislikes as the 
Being which is liked or disliked is in itself the proper ob. 
ject of the one or the other. So thkt, if there be at any 
time a change with respect to the Divine Approbation ot 
dislike^ the grounds of that change is not nor cannot be in 
God, who is unchangeable ; and therefore must bo in the 
subject upon whom it is exercised ; that is, if God at any 
time ceases to disapprove, the Being which he did disapprove 
and likes the same Being which before he disliked \ then 
that Being miist be so changed as to cease to be the propter 
object of his approbation and affection. So that if we 
hare by our misbehaviour rendered ourselves personallj 
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saving power of Christ; and under this impres* 
dion every man ought to consider every other 
man in equal favour with the Deity^ let him 
profess what religion he may. 

As toleration^^ in religious opinions^ is a yir-^ 
iue which ought to be particularly cherished 

displeasing to God, and afe become the proper objects of 
his dislike and resentnient, we mast unavoidably continui^ 
io be personally displeasing to him, and to be the proper 
objects of his dislike and resentment until snch a change is 
wrought in us, which is done by our repentance and r^orm 
tnationj as that we cease to be the proper objects of his die. 
like and resentment, and become the proper objects of his 
approbation and affection. I say, this must needs be the case; 
because were God to like or dislike upon any other ground 
it would be manifestly wrong, and therefoce the suppou* 
tion is not to be admitted. Were God to take np reteat^ 
ment against any of his crefttur^s upon any otlwr granndi 
than their haying behaVcd ill, which is the only proper 
ground for resentment, this would be wrong; or were he 
to shew mercy io and forgive such transgressors, as had 
tendered themselves the proper objects of his resentment, 
upon any other grounds than their repevtaace and re* 
formation, which in such a case, wonld be the only pro* 
per ground for mercy and forgivcaness, this would be wrong 
also ; and therefore it is not to be supposed* If then our 
Lord Jesus Christ would be a saviotnr to msAkind, he roust 
reform them and must rightly direct their minds and lives^ 
because there is no other possible way in which he could 
render them personally pleasing to God, and cansequently 
no other possible way in which he could be a saviour to 
them." Chubb on the Tme Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

* The reader would do well ta study '^ A Letter oil 
Toleration, by John Loch^* Gent." and his essay on the 
^' Human Understanding," also this correct and philoso* 
phical Tiew of the subject i ^' Universal toleration is the 
inost effectual towards amalgamating the different sects and 
Communities in one civil community, and forming an h«no«' 
gcneous ma$s of those particles of the social body which^ 
without this pervading principle, would always repel each 
other. Since ail cannot be expected to think alike, espcj 
cially on the mysterious and metaphysical subject of reli^ 
gion, the only rule of concord is mutually to agree to differ^ 
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hy ewetf Christian. 1 shall give him a trans^ 
i^ip from the Brachmans scriptures upoD that 
wab^ecty to show their liberal principles to all 
4hMe who differ in opinion ^rom thenij 

''Some witli offerings direct their worship 
imio God in the £re ; others sacrifice their ears 
nod otiber organs in the fire of constraint ; whilst 
some sacrifice sound and the likl^ in the fire of 
tlieir organs. Some again sacrifice tiie action 
4>f all their organs and faculties in the fire of 
aelf-conatraint^ lighted up by the spirit of in- 
^ired wisdom. There are also the worshippers 
with offerings^ and tbe worshippers with morti- 
ficajtaon ; and> again^ the worshippers with en«* 
thusiastic devotion ; so there are tnose^ the wis- 
dom of whose reading is their worship^ men of 
subdued passions^ and severe manners. Some 
there are who sacrifice their breathing spirit^ 
and force it downwards from its natural course; 
whilst others force the spirit which is below 



and it is well remarked that he Vrho values his own freedom 
ought to teach himself to respect that of o.ther men. If our 
opraions strike us as true and important, we ought to re« 
collect that our neighbour's opinions present themselves to 
him exactly in the same light ; and that if it be allowed to 
judge of truth for others, and to insist it either by force or 
(which is nearly the same thing) by ciTil influence, the 
spirit of persecution must prevail, as at the best a large 
portion of the community will feel all the mortification 
which results from a restricted and Irrtiating sufferance, 
when it is ;)ar/iVi/ toleration conveys the humbling idea of 
being endured ; and it implies a censure. Universal tole* 
rafion alone can put all religions on a par in the contem* 
plat ion of the magistrate, or afford that degree of reli« 
gious which is compatiablc with civil liberty. Liberty is 
not the exclusive jtroperfif of a sect but the inheritance of 
tnan^ the properttf of nations : it belongs not to this or 
that relis^iunj but to all times^ to all places ^ and to all coun^ 
<nW,"— Monthly review, Vol. LIX. page 445, 

G 
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uaek with the breath ; and a ^w^ ^ilh ^liotn tile 
two faculties are held in great esteem^ close up 
the door of each ; and there are some^ \irho eat 
but by rule^ who sacrifice their lives in their 
lives, jill these different kinds of worshippers 
are,bi/ their particular modes of worship, puri*- 
Jied frpm their offences/' Wilkin's Bhagrat 
Geeta, Lecture 4. 

It also informs us that ^^ mankind are led 
astray by their reason being obscured by igno^ 
Tance; but when that ignorance of their souls 
is destroyed and the force of reason^ their 
wisdom sbineth forth again with the glory of 
the sun^ and causeth the Deity to appear. 
Those whose understanding is in him^ whosd 
souls are in him^ whose. confidence is in him^ 
and whose asylum is iii him, are by wisdom 
purified from all the oflfences and go from 
whence they shall never return/' Tiecture 5. 

To make us perfect in the sight of God^ and 
to secure repose hereafter, it is that the study of 
wisdom is necessary. '^ Wisdom is free from 
Self-esteem, hypocrisy, and injury; patience, 
rectitude, respect for masters and teachers, cha- 
rity, and steadiness, self- constraint, disafiection 
for the objects of the senses, freedom from pride, 
and a constant attention to birth, death, decay, 
sickness, pain and defects; exemption from at- 
tachments and affection for children, wife, and 
home ; a constant evenness of temper upon the 
arrival of every event, w^hether longed for or 
not ; a constant and invariable worship paid to 
me alone ; worshipping in a private place, and 
a dislike to the society of man ; a constant stu^ 
dy of the superior spirit ; and the inspection of 
the advantage to bti derived from a kno\Vledg(s 
of the first principle.'* Lecture 13. 
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]^fter we have acquired ^lisdom^ we shall 
thea l^e at peace. ''Supreme happiness attendeth 
the man whose mind is thus at peace ; whose 
carnal affections and passions are thus subdued ; \ 

who Is 'thus in God and free from sin. The 
man who is thus constantly fk the exercise of 
the soul and free from sin^ enjoys the eternal 
happiness/' * Lf^ture 6. 

As there is bi^ ^e principle of action that is 
to be pursued through life to secure happiness i 
which is the essence of all principles of religious 
systems in the worlds we ought to be universally 
charitable to each •th^t and not condemn any 
one upon his opinions of theology^ but address 
the Almighty God in the fotlowiug oraison: 
'^ O thou who art all in all, infinite is thy poxvev 
auditory! Thou includest all things, where- 
fore thou art all things!" *' ThoU' art all 
things ariimate and inanimate ; thnu art the 
sage instructor of the whole, worthy to be 
adqred/' ^' For thou shouldest^bear itdtR me 
even as a father with his son, a fri^jnd Jvith 
his friend, a lover with his beloveds - / am 
well pleased with having beheld things before 
never seen; yet my mind is overwhelmed with . 
awful fear. Have mercy then O heavenly 
Lord, O mansion of the universe !'* Lecture 
11, Wilkin's Bhagvat Geeta, 
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NOTE$ 

ON THE AGE OF THE WORLD. 
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ADDRESS, 



Tsrs received age of the world is so 
contracted a space in the immensity of time^ 
that the author thought it little accorded with 
the omnipotence of an Almighty cause. In 
perusing various works he collected the follow^ 
ing KOTESj, which are presented to the contembut^ 
tion of the public. 



NOTES, Sfc. 



*' By inclination and hy habits of research t 
never believe any thing upon the vague report 
of others. Before 1 give assent to any pr*o* 
position, it is a maxim with me to examine the 
suliject pro. et con., then assent or dissent ac*- 
cording to the impression that examination has 
made on my mind/' 



IThc age of the world is a subject tbat bsts 
excited the. attention of the literati of all na-* 
tions; and, I believe, tbat no subject is un^ 
der more uncertainty. Some contend tbat tbe 
world existed longer tban tbat fiied by tbe 
Hebrew chronologists many thousands of years^ 
and even others would wisn us to believe that it 
existed from all eternity. Which ever be tbe 
truth I shall not presume to determine, but only 
transcribe a few notes tbat have occiired in my 
miscellaneous reading, so that, when tbe reader 
has the scattered transcri{)ts before him, be may 
then draw what conclusions be thinks proper. 

The learned Chronologe Usher, who calcu- 
lated by the Hebrew text. The world was cre- 
ated before Christ 4004 years. 

The Septuagint, which is a translation from 
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that of the Hebrew^ fixes that period at 5873 
years. 

The Samaritan is 4700 years. 

How discordant are these calculations; and 
how inconsistant is it to sut)pose that those ac^ 
counts are the only tnie4>f the age of the world. 

" As to Ihercjcorjs t>r <*cgisters of men, we 
must confess that those guides are not always 
infallible^ nor do they afford mathematical de- 
monstrations. In fact, with regard to history 
in general, and ancient history in particular^ 
somelhiag must be left io conjecture ud Iristoric 
faith. It W4>ukl be an offence against 6o«m0o 
prnbity^ w«ure w£ to Imiss over n silence ih^se 
objections which iLuthors of the ereatest rc|Hi* 
tat ion have ilutde against the absolute certakiiy 
of chronology. Indeed the prodigious dtiffer-* 
ence between the Septuagiat Bible and the 
Vulgate, in point of chronology, occasions an 
embarrassment, whicfi ts the more difficult to 
avoid, as we cannot positively say on which side 
the error lies. TheOreek Bible counts, for ex- 
ample, from the creation of the world to the 
birth of Abraham, 1^00 years more than the 
Hebrew and Latin Bibles, &c. How difficult 
it is, likewise, to ascertain the years of the 
judges of the Jewish nations, in the Bible } 
What darkness is spread over the succession o£ 
the kings of Judah aiid Israel ? that the scrip'^ 
tures never marks if they are current or com* 
plete years : £6r we cannot Mipppse that a pa* 
triarch. Judge, or king, lived exactly 60, 90> 
180^ or 969 years, without any odd months or 
days. The different names also that the Assy* 
rians, Egyptians, Persians, and Greeks, have 
given to the same prince, have contributed not 
a little to embarrass ancient chronology. If we 
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did not know that Nabucodotiofior^ NabUco'^ 
droflor^ and Nabucolassar^ were the same namej 
or the name of the same person^ we should 
kcarcel^ believe it. Sargon is Sennacherib> 
Ozias ts Azarias, &c/' " In truths there remains 
but few ttaonumcnts of the first monarchs of 
the world; Numberless books have been lostj 
and those which have come down to us are 
mutilated br altered by transcribers. The 
Greeks bemn to write very late i and Heredotus, 
their first historian^ was credulous. The Greeks 
were in general rain and partial j and the Rp^ 
mans were still more infatuated with notions of 
their own merit and gr^nd#ur. The eras^ the 
tearSj the periods, the epochs^ were not the same 
In each nation; and tliey moreover began at 
different periods of the year. All this con^* 
tributed to throw still more obscurity over 
chronology I Christianity itself had subsisted 
near 1200 years before it was known precisely 
how many years had passed since the birth of 
our saviour. They saw clearly that the vulvar 
era was defective, but it was along time betore 
they could comprehend that it re<]^uired four 
whole vears to make up the true period* They 
count 132 contrary opinions of different authors 
concerning the year in which the Messiah ap^ 
peared on the earth. Mr. Vallemont names M 
of them, all celebrated writers/' Encycolpsdia 
Londinenis, Vol. iv. page 539. 

I shall now quote some evidence that the 
globe is older than that fixed by the scriptures. 

^^ Mr. Dupuis,* who, in his learned memoir 
concerning the origin of the constellations, has 
assigned many plausible reasons to prove that 

* Origlas do totts Iss cnltes, tone UL p. Sftif & sair. 

H 
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ijibra was formerly the sign of the vernal^ And 

Allies of the nocturnal equinox : that is^ that 

&ince the origin of the actual astronomical 

system^ the procession of the equinoxes has car- 1 

ried forward by seven signs^ the primitive order 

of the zodiac. Now estimating the procession 

at about 70 yeairs and a half to a degree^ that 

is 2115 years to each sign ; and observing that 

Aries was in the fifteenth degree^ 1447 years be- 
fore Christy it follows^ that the first degree of 

Libra could not have Coincided with the vernal 

equinox more lately than 15194 years before 

Ciirist, to which if you add 1790 years since 

Christy it appears that 169S4 have elapsed since 

the origin of the zodiac. The vernal equinox 

coincided with the first degree of Aries^ 2504 
years before Christy and with the first degree of 
Taurus, 4619 years before Christ: Now it is lo 
be observed^ that the worship of the bull is the 
jirinciple article in the theological creed of the 
£gyptians^ Persians^ Japanese, &c. from whence 
it clearly follows that some great revolution 
took place among those nations at that time, 
^he chronology of five or six thousand years 
in Genesis is little agreeable to this hypothesis ; 
but as the book of Genesis cannot claim to be 
considered as a history further back than Abra- 
ham, we are at liberty to make what arrange- 
ments we please in the eternity that preceded." 
Volney's Ruins, page 291^292. 

'^ * There is another fact no less singular: I 
mean a tradition which the Indians have pre- 
served, of two stars diamArically opposite, 
which perform their revolution round the earth 
in a hundred and forty-four years4 This tra-* 

*BailIy's Letter on the Atlantyfof Plato, Vol. i. p. 912. 
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dttion^ no doubts had its origin. IIow gre^t 
Boeyer the igiiofance of the people, they could 
not possibly nave had in their eye the revolutions 
of any of the planets. As to the motion of the 
stars alon^ the ecliptic, it was, no doubt, long 
unknown ; but from the moment of its discovery. 
Its slowness could not admit of niens' giving it 
80 speedy a revolution ; nor could the Indian^ 
be misled by this motion, which they Ijnow, and 
which is completed, according to them, iji 
twenty-four thousand years. It must be pre- 
sumed then, that those hundred and forty-four 
years were not solar ; and that, by this term, 
we are to understand some longer period, agrecr 
able to the usage of the ancients, who had a 
Geneical name to express every kind of revolu- 
tion. Now we find among the Tartars a period 
of a hundred and eighty years, which they call 
Van; ahundredand forty-four times a hundred 
and eighty years, make exactly twenty-five 
thousand nine hundred and twenty years. This 
is the true revolution of the fixed stars, a^ 
deduced from the most accurate of our modern 
observations, chance never produces resenir 
blances like these. Besides the word Van as 
nothing strange in it in Ipdiaj it js found in 
that language of Sianiy and signifies a day, that 
is to ^ay a revolution;* we may, therefore, con- 
clude that the Indians, previously to the knowT 
ledge they have at present of the motion of the 
fixed stars, had another system on the same 
subject more exact, which is lost in the obscurity 
of their traditions ; and that those traditions be- 
long to their origin, to the country where the 
period of a bupdred and eighty years 19 still in 

* History of Geo, des Yoy, torn, xxxiv. p. 360. 
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use to the country, ia fine, whence the wor4 
Kan passed into their language/^ 

^'The ^Hindoos, as well as the Chinese, have 
ever laid claim to an antiquity infinitely mora 
remote than is authorised by the belief of the 
rest of mankind. It is certain, however, that 
these two nations have been acquainted with 
letters from the very earliest period, and that 
their anpals have never been disturbed or de- 
stroyed by any known revolution ; and thougl) 
yfp may come to the perusal of their records, 
armed with every ar^unjent^ and fortified evei^ 
to prejudice, against the i^dmission of their 
pretensions, at the si^me timp placing the ipost 
implicit reliance upon the Mosaic phrenology as 
generally received, yet their plausible apcbunt^ 
pf those remote ages, and their up^pyiating 
confidence in theip own assertions, never cai| 
fail to make some impressiop upon us, in pro<^ 
portion as we ^ain a clear insight to them. 
Suspicions of a like nature are not totally withr 
but foundation even in the western yvorld, and 
the conscientious scruples of the hiitoriograpber 
of Mount Etna ( as mentioned in a late publican 
tionf) will always be of some weight in the 
scale of philosophy, 

'' The Hindoos tlien reckon the duration of 
the world by form of ages or distinct ages. 

1st, ''The Suttee Jague (or age of purity^ is 
said to have lasted S,m),()00 years ; and toej 
liold that the life of man was in that i^ge ex? 
tended to 100,000 yei^irpij and thftt his stature was 
1^1 cubits, 

* Prsface to the TrsniUtlon of ths Code of Goptoo Law|| 
traailaUdfrom tho ShanscrltLtagasge, fcc. by Ualbed| 9yo« 
yxivl. 

t Brydoa*s Lstteri* 
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Sad, ''The Tirtah Jogue (or age in whic^ 
one<-third of mankind were reprobate ) they sup- 
poie to have ironsisted of 3,400,000 years, an4 
that n^en then i^ycd to the age of 10,000 years. 

3d, '' The Dwapaar Jogue ( in which half 
of the human r^ce became depraved) endured 
^,600,000 years ; and men's lives were reduced 
to 1000 years. 

4th, '' The Collee Jogue |[ in which all , man^ 
kind are corrupted, or rather lessened, for thajt 
is the true meaning of CoUee) is the present era, 
which they suppose ordained to subsist for 
400,000 years, of which near 5000 years are 
already past ; and man^s life, in this period, is 
Emitted to 100 years. 

'' Computation is lost, and jr^njecture over- 
whelmed m the attempt to adjust such ^^tonish- 
ing spaces of time to our own confined notions of 
the world's q)och : to such antiquity the Mosaic 
icreation i# but as yesterday ; and to such age^ 
the life of Methuselah is no inore than a span I 
Absurd as this Oentoo doctrine nyay seem, mere 
human reason, upon consideration of tb^ present 
contracted measure Qf mortality, can no more 
reconcile to itself the idea of patriarchal than 
of braminical longevity; and when the Hne of 
implicit faith ^s once e^tended^ we can never 
ascertain the precisp liipitp beyond which it must 
not paps. One circumstance qt^uit pot be omitr 
^d, that the ages allotted to mankind in the 
several Jogues by the Brainins, tally very ex- 
actly with tboie mentioned by Moses, as far as 
the chronology of the latter reaches : for the 
last part of the Dwapair Jogue, in which men 
^re said to have attained to one thousand ye^ri 
pf life, corresponds with the Mosaic era of the 
^ntediluvjans ; and ii^ the comipenpement of i^^ 
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Collee Joque^ whicb comes near to the period 
of the deluge^ the portion of buraan existftnce 
^as contracted to one hundred years^ and is 
seldom supposed to go so far. 

'^ Wc are not much advanced in our inquiries^ 
bj allowing^ with some excellent authors^ that 
most of the Gentoo Shasters (or scriptures) 
were composed about the beginning of the 
Collee Jogue ; for then we at once come to the 
immediate aera of the floods which calamity is 
never once mentioned in those Shasters^ and 
which yet we must think infinitely too remark- 
able to have been even but slightly spoken of^ 
much less to have been totally omitted, had it 
been known in that part of the world. The 
Bramins indeed remove this objection by two 
assertions ; one, that all their scriptures were 
written before the time by us allotted to Noah ; 
the other, that the deluge really never took 
place in Hindostan. 

'^ But to wave those vague and indefinite 
disquisitions^ it will not here be superfluous 
to quote a passage or two from some of the 
most clq,ssipal and authentic Shasters^ which ex- 
pressly determine and fix the dates of their re- 
spective |3ras to the earliest Jogues. 

^^The first specimen here inserted is from the 
book of Munnoo^ which the reader will observe 
stands foremost in the list of those which fur- 
nished the subsequent code; and though the 
second quotation is not so authorative^ as be- 
ing the production of a later author, (whose 
name we do not recollect^ ) in testimony of the 
4ate of another, yet Jage Bulk is mentioned 
among the first legislators, and his books are 
valued for their antiquity as well as their e^? 
ceUence, 
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'"When* ten thousand and ten years of the 
Suttee Jogue were past^ on the night of the full 
moon^ in the month of Bhadun^ I M unnoo^ at 
the command of Brema^ finished this Shaster^ 
that speaks of men's duty^ of justice^ and of re^" 
ligion, ever instructive/ 

" 'This treatise, called Munndo Smistee, will 
enlighten the world like a torch/ 

'' In the Tirtah Jogue, the Jage Bullc, when 
ninety-five years was past, in the mOnth of 
Sawun, on the moon's increase, on Wednesdav, 
(or literally on the day of Mercury,) finished 
this treatise, called Jage Bulk, which sets forth 
the office of religion, and also informs men of 
the duties of the magistrate/' 

The following tabular view will inform us 
of the respective eras : 

7,^05,000 years since the creation ^ 

7,t91,990 Munnoo'A'hook was \^Ti(fSf^ 

4,005,000 Tirtah Jogue commenced 

4,004,905 Jage Bulk was wrflS^w 

1,605,000 Dwapaa Jogue commenced 

5,000 Collee Jogue commenced 

395,000 — yet to come. 

'^ What period shall we possibly assign to 
those writers, if we disallow the authorities 
here quoted ? If they are false, there must have 
been a time when the imposition would have 
been too palpable to have passed upon man<- 
kind, and when the concurrent testimony of the 
whole world would have risen up in judgement 
against it; for if we grant Munnoo's works to 

^ I hare here only given the translatioti of the extracts 
which I thought would suffice ; if not the reader may sec 
the original Shaushreet extracts in the book from which this 
Is taked. 
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have been published during his own lifetime^ t( 
is impossible that he should have ventured to 
utter so monstrous a forgerv ; and if they vrere 
concealed till after his deatn^ could the memorjr 
of his Ute existence be so shortly obliterated 
through the whole country? But supposing 
to much of the book as relates tothe.^te fof 
have been foisted in b v another^^ and afterwarda 
produced as a part or the original text^ which 
till that time had laid undiscovered^ nobody 
surely would have believed him in opposition to 
the universal faith \ for so miraculous a fiction 
could never gain credit but upon the support 
of some principle of religious opinion^ and 
every religion has eitablished a chronology of 
its own ; besides can it be poisibkj that none 
of Munnoo's contemporaries^ none of the sut-^ 
ceeding writers should have recorded so striking 
a circumstanced For if the whole Indian 
world had till that time believed with us in a 
chronology nearly answering to that of Mosesj 
so astonishing a chance in their sentiments upon 
the introduction of the doctrine of the Jogues^ 
would have furnished ample matter for a UioU'* 
sand volumik ; but^ on the contrary^ aill the partf 
of every Shaster (however different (torn every 
other on religious subjects) are yet uniform 
and consistent throughout upon this ; the same 
mode of computing the annals has always ob*^ 
tiiined^ and the same belief of the remoteness 
or antiqiiity that now prevails may be proved 
to have been universally acknowledged^ even 
at the time in which some pretend to fix the 
appearance of letters in Hindostan. 

'^ Rajah Prichutt^ who though ranked as a 
modern on the records of India, is yet known 
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to have lived in the earliest ages of the Collec 
Jogue> \^as nd less anxioUs than modern philo-r 
sophers are to pierce through the obscurity of 
limej and to trace the progress of the world 
from its irifancy ; at his instigation a work was 
composed by Shilkeh Diew, a learned Bramin> 
(son of Beass^ the famous author of the Maha- 
biret^) containing the history of India through 
Ihe three preceding JogUcs^ with the succession 
of the several Rajahs, and the duration of 
thfeit reigns. This cutiobs history, called Shree 
Bhagbut, still subsisti), divided into twelve ascund 
br books, (literally branches) and three thousand 
and t\Venty chapters. What shall we^jr_tg_a^ 



work composed fouX,jKg3yyand yriars ago^ Rnd 



Ttbui thence tracing mankind upwards through 
Aevera ljnillions of years ? 31ust we answer, that 
le earth was at that time ah unm haJjitc d mar^\ 



fttill slowly emerging; frotn an universal in un> 
flation.J' I 

Sir William Jones^ in his various oriental 
works, slys^that the Hindoo periods agree with 
the Mosaic; this assertion is quite different from 
Halhed's before quoted ; he probably, like many 
of our learned^ will not allow any chronology 
to be correct that gives the creation sooner than 
the period assigned by Moses. It is a misfortune 
that the Ijinguage*, in which these records are 
preserved^ should be so difficult, that it required 
a large portion of a man's life to be able to 
peruse them in their original tongues; and a 

* Any of my readers that would wish to study the origi- 
nal language, the S&nskr^^t ; I have the pleasure to inform 
him that Charles Wilkins, L.L. D. F. R. S. has published 
a grammar of the Sanskaita language, 8to. 1808. Carey, 
a Missionary, has published one under this title, ^^ Sungskrit 
Gxammar, with Examples^ for the Exercise of theStudents^ 

I 
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still greater^ that so many should be so preju'* 
diced in their first impressions of education as to 
make them discard every authority that does 
not coincide with that they have been taught to 
believe. — There is one remarkable circumstance 
that Sir William Jones^ nor any other oriental 
scholar, has ever confuted^ the authorities 
Halhed has quoted. Butler, in his Hors 
BiblicaSj says, that '^ it is impossible not to wish 
that the facts upon which, on this, and on other 
occasions, he (Sir William Jones,) builds his 
pretensions, were established with more cer- 
tainty, and that the conclusions he deduces from 
them were supported by inferences." Vol. ii. 
page 174. 

*' Great su^y, and inexplicable must be 
the doubts of mere human reason upon such a 
dilemma, when unassisted and uninformed by 
Divine revelation: — Yet, from the premises al- 
ready established, this conclusion at least may 
fairly be deduced, that the world does not now 
contain annals of more indisputable antiquity 
than those delivered down by the ancient Bra- 
uiins.'' Halhed p. xiii. 

and complete List of the Dhatoes or Roots, by William 
Carey, Teacher of the Sungskrit, Bangalle, and Marhatta 
Languages, in the College at Fort William," 8yo. Also, 
Mr. CoLEBRooKE has printed part of one he is translating 
from a Native Grammar, iutitled Saraserata^ and ismnch 
esteemed in India. 



A 



CATALOG 



OF THE SCRIPTURES OF DIFFEREKT NATIONS. 



I SHALL subjoin a cataloi^ue of the translatioq 
of the scriptures of different nations, that if the 
reader should be curious to examine the works 
themselves, he will have an opportunity to or^ 
der them by their proper namesi 

I think it advisable to do so ; as a careful 
perusal will convince the unprejudiced reader 
that the vital principle of all branches of reli- 
gious systems tend to one point. To make men 
virtuous. As long as this great end is accom- 
plished, by adhering to the precepts they incul- 
cate^ it is a matter qf indifference what theolo- 
gical system we follow ; consequently it is our 
duty and, I may say, the first principle of our 
virtue, to look upon every man in every nation 
as a brother ; children of one parent and fprme(| 
by an omnipotent power. 
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CHINESE. 

The Chi-King is a collection of poems oq 
different subjects ; a translation of it m French 
was made by Father Gaubil, and published by 
M. de Guignes, in 1770. 

The above work was originally compiled by 
Confucius^ from ancient fragments of sacred 
books in his time. — An English translation is 
much wanted, 



HINDUSTAN. 

The Vedas are the foundation of the opinions 
of the Bramins, written in the Sanscrit^ a lan- 
guage that is considered the most copious that 
have come under notice ; — ^a complete copy of 
it is deposited in the British Museum by Colonel 
Poller. 

Mr. Halhed has made^ through the mediuni 
of a Persian translation^ a literal verspn and is 
deposited liHewisc in the British IVIuseum. 
Why is it not published i Jlas I am a&sur.ed th^t 
it would be as valuable a present to the republic 
of letters as any work that ever was^ produced. 

An extract fropi thjem has been published in 
France, by M. Anquetil d,ue Perron, '' Oupnc- 
kat/' (id est Secretum Tegendum) '' opu^ ipsa 
in India rarissimiim, coniinens, aniiquam et 
aroanam sen teologicam et philosophicnm doc- 
trinnm e quatuor sacris indorum libris, Rak 
Beidy Dcjejr Beid, Sam Beid, Aithrban Beid, 
excerptam, ad verbum, ex Per^fco idiomate 
Sanskreticis vocabulis intermixtOj in Laiinun^ 
conversum, dis&ertationibus et annotationibus 
fl{fficiliora explanantibus illustratumstudis et 
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i^pera Anquetil du Perron, Indicoplevsta. 
Tome i. andii. 4to. Argentorati et Parisiis." 

Several sacred works and comments on the 
Vlsdas have been tn^nslated^ the following is 
selected : 

/' Institutes of Menu/* was translated by Sir 
William Jones^ and is published in his works. 

Dr. Charles Wilkins, author of a S&nshrSSt 
grammar, hastranslatedthefollowing'' B&gu&t* 
Geeta or Dialogues of KrSSshn& and Al(j85n^ 
in eighteen Lectures, with notes/' 4to 1785. 

'^HSStopSdes of VS£shu85-S&rma/'.f^ a se-^ 
ries of connected tables, interspersed with moral, 
prudential, and political maxima, with notes,'* 
8vo. 1788. 

A compilation was made at Fort William, in 
Calcutta, by learned Pramins, of a '^ Code of 
Gentoo Laws** in the Sanscrit language, was 
translated into the Persian and afterwards tran* 
slated into Engli8h,by Mr. Halhed, and published 
in 1777, in 4to. and 8vo. with this title '^ A code 
of Gentoo Laws; or Ordinations of the Pundits, 
from a Persian translation, made from the 
original, and written in th^ Sanscrit language,'* 
London. 

Summary of the Ponrans hi|ve been published 
in London under this title, '^ Ancient Indian 
Literature, illustrative of the Researches of the 
Asiatic Society, mstituted in Bengal, January 
15, 1804, /rom original MSS." 4to. 

No. 1, was published in 1807, containing a 
summary of the Sheeve Ppuran, with extracts 
and epitomes. 

PERSIA. 

HZcnd'A^cista, the living word^ is the (ode of 
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law promulgated by Zorastcr^ translated from 
the Pahlavi, ( which is supposed to be a cor- 
ruption of the Sanscrit and the language common 
at the time of Zoraster^) and it was published 
under this title, "Zend-Avcsla_Ou_vragiL__de-- 
Zoroastre cont cnant Ics I dees Theolog i<]pica^ 
yhysinues et ^Morales dece Legifl ateur ; le s^ 
Ceremo nies du Cu lte Religieux qu'il a jdabliy 
et plusieiirs iTail^slimportantrelati Ts a l^Anci en*,^ 
nfe tiistoire des l^eTHes . Ti^ dutT^cn JKjn^gois _ 
su r roriginal Z end ; avec des R eniarques et_ 
a Ccompagne de plusieurs TraTtes propres a_ 
eciaircir les Matier es, qui en sont rObjet/* 
2 vols. 4to. at Paris, 1771, 



ARABIA. 

The scriptures of the Mahometans has been 
translated by various peoplel^ but the best is bj 
Mr. Sale, with the following title, '' The Koran, 
commonlif called the Alcoran of Mahommed, 
translated from the original Arabic, with ex- 
planatori/ notes, taken from the most approved 
commentators, to which is prefixed a prelimi- 
nary discourse, by George Sale, Gent.*' 4to. and 
in two vols. Svo. 1801. 

SANDINAVIA, 

The mythology of the Sandinavia and J\or^ 
thern Europe, was collected by Samund, about 
the year 1090. Various editions have been 
published. An English translation was printed 
by A. S. Cattle, in Svo 1797. 

The above are most of the translations that 
has been published of the original branches of 
theology r our scriptures excepted, 
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It would be a desirable object if some learned 
gentleman would undertake to select the sublime 
law and moral precept from these writings that 
they might bebrought to the comprehension of all. 
By which means the sterling value of (he whole 
would be then compressed into a moderate com<^ 
pass^ and would be highly advantageous to all 
classes of society. In the mean time^ till such 
a work is presented to the British public^ I beg 
leave to draw the attention of my readers to 
two small works published by Dodsley. 

'^ Miscellaneous Pieces relating to the Chi'- 
nese, 2vols. I2mo. 1762." The Chinese rules 
of conduct^ inserted in the first volume page 43 
to 98, is what I particularly recommend : and 
'' Dodsley's Economy of Human Life/* These 
two small works contain complete rules of 
action, and if we adhere to them, it will insure 
us happiness here and hereafter* 



FINIS. 



Thomas & Hao»le;r, Printers^ Doocaster. 



APPENDIX, 



Since writing the preceding tract, I have had numerous 
occasions to exarojoe writings which are but little attended 
to by readers in general ; the result of roj inquiries are added 
as an Appendix to what I had previously written. 

Note (A) page 14. — The proper titles are ta follows, taken from Dr. 
C1irk*9 Bibliographical Dictiooary, the origioalii I have not yet been 
able to procure. 

** Tela Ignea Satanee^ 8^c. opera Jo, Christ, Wagtmntii, 4to. yiftdor'^ 
phi iVortconim, 1681, 2 vols. This is a collection of Jewish blasphemief 
written against Christ, and the christian religion, with their renitation. 
It is a scarce and cnrloKs work." — Dr. Clarke. 

The **Toidoth VaehUy** which is contained in the ab«ve work, is uni- 
versally known and read by the Jews; in fact, their children are taught 
it like nursery tales, and thience imbibe that inveterate pr^ndice against 
the historical relations of the gospels. 

Voliair, in his Philosophical Dictionary, gives the following analysis: 
This work has **a most shocking history of the life of our Saviour, forged 
with the utmost falsity and malice ; for instance, they have dared to write 
that one Panther, or Pandera,who dwelt at Bethlehem, seduced a youn^r 
woman, married to Jochaman, and the fruit of this foul commerce was a 
child, whom they named Jesus or Jesu. The father, being obliged to 
fly the place, withdrew to Babylon. As for young Jesus, he was sent 
ta school ; but,** adds the author, " he had the insolence to raise his head 
and uncover himself before the priests, contrary to the usage, wliich waa 
to appear in their presence with the head hanging down and the face 
covered, a petulance for which he received a smart check ; this occasion- 
ing an inquiry into his birth, it was consequently found to be impure, 
and he became exposed to public Ignominy." 

S. ** Hisioria Jeachtut Natareni. Uebraici cf LaUtu cum notisJo, Jae 
Bulderici, Lttgd. Bat, 1705. 8vo.** 

Hulderic was a German protestant divine, and author of the above 
life of Clirist, according to the Jewish accounts, from Hebrew MSS. He 
died in 1731 This account of Jesus is more consonant with the evan- 
gelical historv of our Saviour, but swarms with the grosse&t anachronisms 
and errors. He makes Christ to have been born and have died under 
Herod the Great; and affirms, that the complaint of Panther's adultery 
with Mary, the mother of Jesus, was brought before that prince. 

3. To the above may be added, **Jngeel, JlHJkaUt, EvangeUum /«- 
fimiia vel tiber Apocryphut Do Jnfantia Servatoris ex MS, to edtdit^ ti Lathta 
venione et noHt iUuMiramt, Jfenricus Sfte, 12mo. Arab, ct Lat. Jraj. ad 
Rheu, 1 697. This is a curious work, but shockingly absurd. It pre- 
tends to give an account of the conduct of Christ from his birth, till the 
time he and his parents came from Egypt and settled at Nazareth. It 
ii certainly a very ancient piece of religious imposture. Trcnm, in Lib. i. 



Cap. It. Advenns Herei^a, has a long qnotalion from i( : and it U 6M* 
demned by name in the council of Rome, held by GeAonitt, aboat the end 
of the fifth century. The book is very icarce, and is read more for th€ 
sake of the learned notes of Sike^ than for any useful information wliicli 
can be gained from it.** 

Note (R). — *< T ^iit now proceed to show yofi, that Jesos Christ wafl 
never held to be any thing but a man, for two or three centuries after 
his death, and that not till the Romi»h religion, with oU its vices, was 
engrafted into the sect of Christians ; and when that religion became the 
orthodox or predominant firligion, it enforced the divinity of Chr'ist, aa 
well as the incarnation and tmnsuhstantiation, npon the world. Sup- 
ported by weak emperors, they spared neither the sword, nor fire, nor 
faggot, to nrnke it go down, and vihich they have continued till within 
the last century. It is acknowledged by all the ancient fathers of the 
church, that, from the very first separation of the disciples, dispotev, 
factions, and schisms arose among them, which io me appears imponsible 
to have happened if this founder was a god, or even believed lo be the 
son of God ; for in either case their ceitainty of his divinity would have 
held them in unity — but so it happened ; each aet up a svstem of his own, 
and had writings called evangelical, of his own creed, or what he waa 
pleaded to record as the words of his master; but all of them adopted the 
name of Christians, and were equally interested in the glory oftbcir 
founder, and most of the chiefs or lejiders of the sects had known and 
seen Jesus Christ. Now among those aucicnt witnesses, there were 
many who made profession, and looked upon as false, the doctrine which 
we find is taught in those evangelists which remain with us at present; 
and the traditiouit which they left, are q\iite contrary to those which we 
have read in our holy scriptures. In proof of which, I will give you the 
following very short account, and will defy its being controverted. 

^' Ist. Tiie Gnostics, who were so ancient as to be believed by the first 
fatbenf to be known to St. Paul, agree one and all iu denying what St. 
John says, that (he word became flesh. They say that Gud or Chri^f ap- 
peared upon earth i\iibnut incarnation, without being born of a virgin, 
without liaving any body but in appearance, without any real sufiering, 
and, c.m^equrnlly, without any resurrection.* 

** 2nd. Cerinthus was of the same opinion ; and maintained that it 
was impossible that he coul^ be born of a virgin. They did not doubt 
that Joseph was his real father ; they denied the resurrection of Jesus 
ChriU, and said he would only rise at the general resurrection with the 
rest of mankind, f 

** 3rd. The £bionitefc most firmly believed that Joseph was the real 
father of Christ. * 

** 4 th. Symmaticus, who embraced that sect, wrote against the gene- 
aloey which St. Matthew has given of Jesus Christ. Basilide said, that 
Jesus was not incarnated, but was ont\ covered with the appearance of 
man ; that at the time of the passion liie had taken the appearance of St. 
Simon the Cirenian, and gave him his.^ 

** 5ih. The CarpocratiansJ] believoi that Jesus Christ was got by 
Joseph, and that be was like other men. Some among them made no 
scruple of saying, they equalled him in goodness, and even that they sur- 
passed him. They did not admit of the resurrection of the body. 
*' Gib. The Cainbts,** conformable ia these respects to the opioiont 

• Tilleinont, vol. If. p. J. 

-f S(. Ireneiiit, book i,rfaap. 2€, No. 1, pp. II. St. Epipkanius, bom. 2$, p. 1 10. 
J ^illttinonf, vol. IV. putf 108. 

§ fiileinnnS voi. ii. pnue 2i\. Kpiphanias, bom. 21, p. 70, 71. Theodoret. He<i* 
tic'irhin F:ib*ilitriiin, book I, paee I9:>. 

iiTilleinont, \ol. ii. p. i!>7. liciMU», book 1, chap. 9^» 
•* Tiliemont, vol. ii. p. ir. 
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of the othen, spoke also of (be law of Moses vrUh the utmosi cooteinpt t 
thejr aniired us, that it baJ for a first principle a t>ad intelligence, and 
they did not believe Jesns Christ came to accomplifh any thing, but was 
merely a roan of great Yirtoe and goodness. 

'* 7th. Marcion* taught that our evangelists were full of falsehoods, 
and that they the Marcionists were more perfect and true than those who 
had left us in their writings, the history of Jesus Christ. Stmetipsum ttse 
veraciorem quam suni hi fiu tradiderunt evangelium apottoli^ suarit diMciptMs 
ntii ; turn evangelium ted evangelii pariiculam tradem eit. In this manner 
spealis St. Irenens, vol. i. p. S06. 

** 8th. The Aloges,f Theodores, and Theodotians, rejected with con- 
tempt the evangelists, particularly St. John { they spoke of them as a 
work of lies. 

*'9th. The Vatentinians' evangeligal writings were quite different 
from those we have at present. Ui nee evangelium quidtm tit apud eos tint 
btatphemid^ says St. Ireneos, book 9, chap. 11. n. 19^. 

** In short, the ancient Christians maintained that the evangelists (that 
is the sacred writings) ought to be often corrected and revised. Se eise 
emendatoret apotiolomm. It is in this manner St. Irenens speaks of them, 
bo'ik 3, p. 1T4. 

" Behold here a prodigious number of the first Christians, who declare, 
that what is in our evangelists is contrary to historical truth, and who 
combat and oppose, among other articles, the two most capital points of 
the C>atholic faith — that Jesos Christ was born in a different manner, or 
by diflterent means, from the rest of mankind | and that he was raised 
from the dead, or the resurrection. 

** Yon will please to remark, that those witnesses, who declare against 
the creeds and belief of the present day (nr as we at present are instructed 
to believe) were either contemporary with the apostles, as the Gnostics, 
the Kssentans, the Ebionites, and Cerin^ians, or had their history of 
Jesus Christ, from those who had been perfectly instructed. For Basi* 
iide,{ had for bis master or instructor Glancia, the disciple and inter- 
preter of St. Peter ; and Valentine had bejen brought up by Theodat, 
the disciple of St. Paul. i 

** Another very considerable difllculty occurs against our evangelists, 
which is that our most ancient fathen, even among the ruling sect, never 
knew, or heard, of the four scriptures or evangelists that remain among 
us Christians; whilst they cite frequently, and with the greatest belief 
and entire confidence, the apocryphal books as their greatest prootii and 
authority. 

^^ Note, that every book, writing, or tradition, that did not square or 
agree with the system of religion which the orthodox (the Roman 
Catholic) were then forming, were deemed apocryphaU that is to say, 
spurious. 

** 1 will now decline any further proof of the invalidity of the four 
evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) as I think, and with 
the greatest sincerity hope, I have said already enough to convince yoq, 
that they were imposed upon us, by that whore of Babylon (as she is 
called) the church of Roue, However, I will just state by what further 
evidence I could prove their invalidity — by St. Clement of Alexandria; 
by Julius Cassion, an author of the second century; by St Ignatius ; by 
Eusebius ; by St. Jerome, and every father of the church till Justin 
Martyr, who was the first that mentions them. From Justin, till the time 
of St. Clement, they were cited, or spoke of, with the rest. At length 
being properly purged, to the liking or the orthodox^ they totally expelled 

* BpiphiuiinB, bom. 42, p. S09. 

t Taiemopt, vol U. p. 4S8. Rt. Kpipbaaios, bom. 94, p. 479 aod 408. No. A, p. 4M« 

% 8t. Clement of Alex«adxU| book 7. p. 761. 
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and eclipsed the others; not but there were some who in saeceedia^ 
times have placed tbrir confidence in (hem. 

*^ It is a thing worthy of remark and great attention, thatalthongh the 
first fathers of the church make frequent use and mention of the (now 
called) false evangelists, never did any of them once mention those which 
remain with us. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, arc neither cited by 
St. Barnaby, nor by St. Clement, nor by St. Ignatius, nor in short by 
any of the writers of the first centuiies. St. Justin is the first who had 
any knowledf^e of those writings; and it also is a remarkable circum- 
stance, that the silence which (he learned Dr. Dodwell has observed to 
have kept on this subject (in his Treatise on St. Ireneus, p. 67), is a still 
greater proof against the antiquity of the evangelists which we notr 
have, and that the fathers only knew and quoted othen which the con<< 
tempt of the succeed ing ages has caused to disappear. 

** Thus I have endeavoured to show, that the God which was wor- 
shipped by the Jews, was not, nor could possibly be, the God which we 
worship. The inference and conclusion which I draw is, that as the 
promises of a Messiah, or Chribt, came from this God, they can have no 
claim upon us whatever. 

*^ In the next place, I have endeavoured to shew, that the firat Chris- 
tians and fathers of the church only looked upon Jesus Christ as an ex- 
ceedingly virtuous good man, but nothing supernatural or divine ; and I 
will now state to you that Origen was very near losing the honour of his 
■aintship on account of his believing Christ was only a man. And it ap- 
pears through all the Testament that be was esteemed a mere man by bis 
family and neighbours. 

*' I am now come to the proofs (concerning the evangelists Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John) of their being of modera date, and unknown to 
the first Christians ; and 4n the Hiatotia ChristianoTum anU CotutatUinum^ 
you will fiud that * they were four clerks, scribes, or writers, that the 
cabal or party of the orthodox put Into the office, for attesting the dif<* 
ferent writings and traditions concerning Jeaus Christ, and that each had 
his name affixed to his writing when he had done ; and that it was a 
long time before they could bring any into their belief, indeed not till 
the rest of the writings were almost totally destroj^ed.' In short, it it 
Impossible to conceive they could have had existence for two or three 
hundred years, and not be quoted or known to any of the fathers or 
writers in that time, who mustand did quote continnaUjfrom the others,*' 

Note (C). -'* A Catalogue of Books mentioned by the Others and 
other antient writers, as tnily or falsely ascribed to Jesus Christ, hit 
apostles, and other eminent persons. 

*' I, Ofbookt reported to be mrittm by ChrUi himsilf, or that parHadarl^ 

concern fdm, 

** 1. His Letter in answer to that of Abgarus, King of Edessa. £useb« 
Hist. Eccles. 1. I. c. IS. You may also consult Cedrenus, Nicephorus, 
Constantinus Porphyrogenoetus in the Manipulus of Combefisius, p. 79» 
&c. extant. 

** 2. The Epistle of Christ to Peter and Paul. Angnstin. contra 
Fanstum. I. S8. c. IS. 

*^ S. The Parables and Sermons of Christ. Kuseb. Hist. Eccl. 1. 3. c.99, 

'* 4. A Hymn which Christ secretly taught his Apostles and Disciples, 
Angnstin. Epist. 253. ad Ccretium Eptscopum. 

** 5. A Book of the Magic of Christ, Augustin. de consensu evange« 
lico,1. I.e. 9, 10. If it be not the same with the Epistle to Peter andPauI, 

*' 6. A Book of the Nativity of our Savior, of the Holy Virgin his 
Mother, and her Midwife. Gelasins apud Gratiaaam, Decret, I. part, 
Dist. 15. c. 3. But I believe thit is the same with the Gospel of James j 
whereof in its doe order. 



"II. MARY, 

** I. An Rpwtle to li^nalins ; which is now rx(an( amonj^ his works. 

*' 2. Anofhcr EpUtle to the Inbsbitanti of Messina: to be read among 
the same Igoatias*i worlLt. 

" 3. A' Book of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary, uftualiy publhh'd 
with St. Jcrome*« works. 

** 4. Another Book about the Death of Mary, is said by Lambecius 
to ly unpublisb'd in the emperor*s library, T. 4. p. 131. 

** 5. We shall not insist on the Book of Mary concerning the Miracles 
of Christy and the Ring of King Solomon. 

"III. PETER. 

" ]. The Gospel of Peter. Origen.T. 11. Comment, in Mat. Hieron. 
In Catalog. Scrlptor. Ecdes. c. 1. Enseb. Ecdes. 1. 3. c. 3, 25. Idem, 
1. 6. c. 18. 

** 2. The Acts of Peter. Enseb. Hist. Ecdes. I. 3. c. 3. Hieronym. 
in Catalogo. Origcn. Tom. SI. Comment, in Joao. Isidorus Peliuiota, 

I. S. EpisU 00. 

" 3. The Revelation of Peter. Clem. Alex, in Epitom. Theodot. 
Euscb. Hist. Eccles. 1. 3. c. 86. 1. 6. c- 14. Idem, 1. 3. c. 3. Hieron. in 
Catalogo, c. 1. Zozomen. Hist. Eccles. 1. 7. c. 19. 

" 4. The Epistle of Peter to Clemens, is still shewn in the ^tbiopic 
language by the eastern Christians. Tilmont, Hist, Eccles. Tom. 1. 
part. 8. p. 497. And he has it from Cotelerios. The Epistle of Clemens 
to James, is pnblishM in the Clementines. 

*^ 5. The Doctrine of Peter. Origen, in pnefat. ad libros principi- 
onun. Gregor. Naxian. epist. 16. Elias Levita in notisad Naziaozeni 
Orationem ad cires trepidantes, 

" 6. Tbe Preaching of Peter (\f it be not the same with his doctrio.) 
Origem, Tom. 14. in Joan. Idem, in prssfat. ad Libras principiorum, 
Clem. Alex, Stromat 1. 1. A 1. 6,&c. Lactant. 1. 4. c.81. Autor libri 
de baptismo Hsereticotum inter opera Cypriani. Joan. Damascen. 1. 8. 
parallel, c. 16. 

"7. The Liturgy of Peter, pnblishM by Lindanns, at Antwerp, in 
tbe year 1588, and at Paris, Anno 1595. 

" 8. The Itinerary, or Jonrnys of Peter (mention*d by Epiphanius, 
Hseres. 30. n. 15. and by Athanasios in his Synopsis of tbe Scriptures ;) 
I believe to be the same with the Recognitions of St. Clement still ex* 
tant, wherein we have a very particular account of Peter's voyages an4 
performances. 

" Tkr Judgment of Peter, Hieronym, in Catalogo, c. 1, 

•• IV. ANDREW. 

" 1. The Gospel of St. Andrew. Gclasios in Decreto, &c. 

" 8. The Arts of St. Andrew, Enseb. Hist. Eccles. 1. 3. c. 85. Epi* 
phan. Hflpres. 47. n. 1. Item,61, 63,47. Philastrius in Hflsres.8. Gela. 
sins in Decreto | & Turribius Asturicensis apud Pascbasium Quesnemm 
inter epistolas Leonis magni, p. 459. 

" V. JAMES. 
" 1 . Tbe Gospel of St. James, or his Protoevangellon. Orlgem, Tom, 

II. Comment, in Mat, Epiphan. Hseres. 30. n. 83, Eustathius Ando- 
chen. Comment, in Hexaemer. Epiphanios monachus in notis Albtii 
ad Enstatbium. Multa ex hoc E vangelio mutuasse Gregorium N vssenum, 
tacito Jsurobi nomine, monet Allatius ibid. This book is now in manu- 
•cript in the library of Vienna, as Is said by Lambecius, 1. 5. p. 130. 
Father Simon sajs, be has seen two manuKript copies of it in the king 
of France's library, Kouvelles Observations, &c. p. 4. It was printed by 
Keander and also by GryosDus in the first volnm of bis ortbodoxographs. 

^* 8. The Liturgy of St. James is printed in the second tome of tko 
BibUotbeca Patnuoi at Paris, Anno 1684« 
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<< S. We mentioned before The Book of St. James roncemioj^ the Death 
of the VirgiD Mary ; but tbeie want reasoofi to believe Jobii| asd oot 
James to be the author of it. 

" VI. JOHN.* 

** 1. The Acts of St. John. Emeb. Hist. Eccles. l.S. c. S5. Epipban. 
Hsres. 47. n. 1. Aogustin. 1. 1. contra adrersariot legls & prophetamm. 
Tttrribii Scriptum inter Kpi^tolas Leonis magni; & Phot, in codice229. 

** 2. Another Gospel of John. Epipb. HflBret. SO. n. 83. 

** 8. The Itinerary, or Voyages of St. John. Geiasius la Decreto. 

'^4. The Liturgy of St. John. It was together with several othara 
printed in Syriac at Rome. See father Simon in his Supplement to Leo 
of Modena, 

** We spoke twice before of St. John or St. James*s Book aboat the 
Death of the Virgin Mary. 

** 6. The Traditions of St. John. Euseb. Hist. Eccles. 1. 3. c alt. 

"VII. PHILIP. 

" I. The Gospel of St Philip. Epiphan. Hseres. 26. n. IS. Tima- 
theus Presbyter a Coml>etisio editus in tomo secwido Agctuarii. 
'- 8. The Acts of St. PhHip. Geiasius in Decreto. 

" VIII. B^fRTHOLOMEfV. 
*' I. The Gcspel of St. Bartholomew. Hieronym. in prolegom. Com. 
In Mat. Dionysius Areopagita de M^siir^ Theologia, cap. ], 

** IX. TIJOMJS, 

*^ 1. The Go9peI of St. Thomas. Origen. in Honil. ad Lac. Eoseb. 
Hist. Eccles. 1. 3. c. 85. Nicephor. in Sticbonetria Ambros. in Com- 
ment, ad Luc. Augustin. contra Faustnm, 1. 88, c. T9. CyriK Hierosa- 
lym. Catecb. 4. 6. Celasins in Decreto. 

** 8. The Acts of St. Thomas. Epiphan. Haeres. 47. n. 1. Idea, 
HsBres. 61. n. f. Augustin, contra Adimant. Idem, 1. I. de sermooe 
Dei. Idem, contia Faustum, 1. 88. c. 79. 

** 3. The Ilevelations of St. Thomas. Gelasins in Decreto. 

'* 4. The Itinerary of St. Thomas. Geiasius in Decrelo. Nicephor, 
in StichoinHria. 

'' 5. 1 he Book of the Infancy of Christ by St. Thomas. Epiphan. 
Haeres. 34. n. 18. Nicephor. in Sticliometria. Gelas« in Decreto. Lam-* 
becius says, that this book lies in manuscript in the library of Vienna, 
Tom. 7. p. 80. Father Simon writes that there is a manoscript copy of 
it in the French king^s Itbrary ; Nouvelles Observations, &c« It W4» 
printed twp years since in Latin and Arabic, with Icsmed notes by Mr« 
Syke, at Utrecht. 



• There are a seet of Cbrlatf ant by the nsme of Saheaos, whieh soMtt in the nelrb- 
hoarhood of BaiMom, and in aereral parts of An^ift, ^yrvif Penia, and in Galilee, bat 
which are internal )v denominated ** Mendaiye Jahna,** diaciplee of John. Thia aeet 
existed in the aposto'l ic times, and many have continued to this day. The lint account 
of f bis sect was published by Fatbet ignatios, a Carmelite missionary from the conrt 
of Rome to the Naetorians of the easto^ho.in 1652, dediraled to the Pope an octATo 
' latitJed, " Uai rat in ori^nls Kit an in ef Srraram Cbristisnomm Saneti Johannis Kmrnp- 
torJ* in 1<^SS; and Norberc, in irso, communicated (hrther particolars. 

Otter bronebt to Europe those copies of their sacred boots which aie deposited ia 
the library of the Louvre. They are intitled Divan, of the Amembly.or Ecclesiastes; 
and are in number four^ The flnt, called Sedral-Adam, professes (o have been piven 
by the angel Rapbal to Adam in pAradise, and narrates the fall of the angles; it seems 
to be a first pari of the Book of Enorb which is preserved in the Abyninian canoa, 
mid perhaps formed a part of the Jewisfa canoB in the time of the preaeJiiog of St. John 
in the wiidernew. The second book treats of the ecclesiastical historpr of Galilee. 
The third, Sedra J&bna, contains (he moral precepts of John, many of which also orcnr 
in the Scclesiastini?!, and in the Christian canon. The fonrth, railed Cholaateb,or 
the oompletion, detatli> soch ceremonial laws as John considered to be of per|petiu4 
obligation.— Schoeli's Pictnie of tl^e Gaiopean Nations^ 



« X. MATTHEW, 
^* 1. Tbe Llturnr of St. Matthew. Tom. 27. Bibliothee Patrom LoT' 
dunemli. Natafit Alex, in ftecalo 1. part. I. c. II. art. 1. Gerardui, 
Too. 1. Codf. Catbol. There !• alio a liturgy attribnted to St. Mark. 

" XI. THADDMUB. 
** 1. The Gotpel of St. Thaddeos. Gelasiiu in Decreto. 

•' XII. MATTIHAS. 

** I. TheGotpelof St. Matthias. Origeo. Homll. 1. in. Lnc. Eoteb. 
Hist. £cclei. I. S. c. 85. Hierooym. in prolegom. ad comment, in Mat. 
Ambroi. in Comment, ad Lac. Gelas in Decreto. 

'* 8. The Tradition! of St. MaUhiai. Clem. Alex^Stroraat I. T. 

**XIII. PAVU 

*' 1. The Acttof St. Pan!. Origen. 1. 1. c. S. de Principiii. Idem, 
Tom. 81. in Joan. Euseb. 1. 3. c. 3. Hist. Eccles. c. 86. Pbilastrius, 
Hmres. S8. 

*' 8. The Acts of Panl and Thecla. Tertvllian. de Baptiono, e. IT. 
Hieronym. de Script. Eccles. in Paulo & Loca. Avgustin. l.SO. contra 
Fawtnm, 8.4. Gelaiiot in Decreto. Noper editoi est hie Liber Oxonii. 
B; iphan. lieres. 78. n. 16. Extant. 

*' S. The Epistle of Paul to the Laodiceam. Tertnllian adversas 
Marcioo. 1 A. c. 17. Hierooym. in Catalogo,c. 6. Philastr. in Hvrea. 
88; Tbeodoret. Tom. 8. Haerea.47. n. 9. & alibi. Lrgatur etiam Theo- 
^hylactns. Extant. 

'' 4. A third Kpistle of Paul to the Thessalonians. S Thes. 8.8. 

** 5. A thii^ Epntle to the Corlnthiam, and a second to the Ephe- 
•ians. I Cor. 5. 9. Ephes. S. 3. 

'^ 6. The Epistles of Panl to Seneca, with those of Seneca to Panl. 
Hieronym. in Catalogo, c 18. Augusttn. de Civitate Dei, 1. 6. c. 10. 
Idem, in Epist. 54. ad Macedooinm. Extant. 

" 7. The Revelation of St. Paul. Epiphan. Hssres. 88. n. 8. Zoso- 
men. Hist. Eccles. 1. 7. c. 19. Angustin. Tract. 08. in Joan Theophy- 
lact. in Schol. ad 8. ad Corinth; Mic. Glycas. aunal. part. 8. Gelas. in 
Decreto. Zoxomen. Hist. Eccles. 1. 7. c. 19. 

*' 8. The Preaching of St. Paul. Clem. Alex. Stromat. 1. 0. Lac- 
tant. 1, 4. c« 81. Antor et4am Anonymns de non iterando Baptismo, k 
Rigaltio in observationibus ad CypHanum insertos. 

** 9. St. PaoPs Narrative concerning the charming of Vipers, reveal*d 
to him by St. Michael in a Dream, Lambecius says, that there is now 
a manuscript of this book in the library of Vienna, Tom. 5. p. 108. 

** 10. The Anabaticon of Saint Paul, wherein he relates what he saw 
when he was snatchM up into the third Heavens. Epiphan. Hcrcs. dS, 
n. 8. 

*^ 1 1. Some would infer from his own words, that he wrote a Gospel ; 
In the Day, says he, when God shall Judge the Secrets of Men by Christ 
Jesus according to my Gospel. Rom. 8. 16. 

'^ XTV. Of the GotptU of Judas lacariotj ofEve, and Abraham^ ifc 

** \, That none of the apostles might be thought unable to write a 
f ospel, we Sad one al1edg*d by the Caianites, a sect of the Gnostics, 
«nder the name of Judas Iscariot. Epiphan. Hspres. S8, Theodoret. 
I. 1. de HsBret. Fabol. c. 15. 

*' 8. Nor should we wonder at Judas's being an author, when we read 
of the prophetical gospel of Eve, whom the Gnostics reckoned a patroness 
of their opinions, and to have received extraordinary knowledg and 
light in her conference with the serpent. Epiphan. Haeres. 86. n. 8. 

** 8. The Sethlans, another sort of Gnostics, shewed an Apocalypse 
under the name of the Patriarch Abraham ; not to mention his learned 
pieces of astrology, nor the books of Adam believed by the Jews. 
JSpiphao. Hsret. 30. d. 16. Ludor, Pduuoti 1. 8. Epist. 99. 
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" 4. The Prophecy of Knocb, which St. J«de quotes, is for the tsMi 
|iart still extant, and was brliev'd to be genuin by several fathers, whtf 
nlledg it in defence of the Christian reli|;ion. Origen. contra Celiw 1. 5* 
Idem de Principiis. Tttrtdllian. de habitu Muliebri, c. S, dcci 

**^ 5. The Testament of the twelve Patriarchs, the Assamption o^ 
Moses, the Book of Eldad and Medad, the Pi^alnis of King Solomon, 
the Revelation of Zachary, and the Vision of Isaiah ; bat I forget that 
I am reciting the spurious books of the Christians, and not of the Jews, 
w ho, when there*s ocea»ioa,w ill afford as large a catalogue. See note (A)« 

** Xy. Of the Ooapeh of the Hebrews and the EgyptUtM, with torn general 

Pieces, 
" 1. The Gospel of the twelve Apostles. Origen. Homil. 1. in Luc. 
Ambros. in Prooem. Commentar. in Luc. Theophylact. Comment, in 
cap. 1 . V. 1. secondnm Lucam, &e. But thU piece was, I believe, orl* 
ginally the same with 

** 2. The Gospel of the Hebrews. Ignat. in Epist. ad Soiynneos. 
Clem. Alex. 1. I. Stromat. Origen. tract. 8. in Matt. Idem, Homil« 
14. in Jerero. & in Comment, ad Joan. Epiphan. Heres. SO. n. 13, 
S^2, &c. Hieronym. in Catalogo Script. Ecclet. c. 4. & alibi passim. 
Til is gospel several have maintained to be the original of St. Matthew. 
'' 3. The Gospel of the Egyptians. Clem. Rom. Epist. S. ad Corinth« 
c. \'i. Clem. Alex. 1. 3. Stromat. Id. ibid. Origem. Hemll. in Luc. 
Epiphan. Hnres. 63. n. S. 

*' 4. The Apostles Creed, though of late years it begins to be caird 
in question. 

"' 5. The doctrine and Constitution of the Apostles. Euseb. Hist. 
Eccles. 1. 3. c. 25. Athanas. in Syno^si. Epiphan. Hssres. 80. n. 7. 45. 
11. 5. 70. n. 10. 75. n. 6. Idem in Compendiariaidei expositione, n.29. 
Incertu"* de Alratoribus inter Scripta Cypriani. Tliere are Aj^axou* 
and Ai^ao-xaXi'ai, or doctrines, both attributed to every one of the 
apostles singly, and also to their companions and immediat successors, 
tdo long to insert particularly. These doctrins were bound with the 
nthcr bu«»ks of the New Testament, as appears by the Stichometry of 
Niccphorus and Anastasius; tho* it was not always pretended that they 
Mere original pieces, but rather collections of what the companions and 
oiiccessors of the apostles either beard, or pretended to bear from their 
own mouths. 

** 6. We need not produce our anthonties for the Canons and Consti* 
tnt-oni^ of the Apostles, since many learned members of the Church of 
l.n^lund have written large voloms to prove 'em geuuin. 

" 7 . The Precepts of Peter and Paul. This book Ties in manuscript in 
the great duke's library at Florence, if we t>elieve Ludovicus Jacobus 
a Sancto Carolo, in bis Bibliotheca Pontificia, 1. 1. p. 177. 

"8. The present Coptic Christians have a book of doctrins, which 
they believe was composed by the twelve apostles, with the assistance of 
Sr. Paul. &c. 

'- 9. The Gospel of Perfection. Epiphan. Hseres. 26. n. 9. 
** 10. The Acts of all the Apostles, written by themBcIv.es. Epiphad. 
JTn^res. 30. n. 16. Isid«>r. Pelus. 1. 2, Epist. 99. Varadatus In Epist. 
nd Leonem Imp. Tom. 4. Concil. Labbesi, coL 978. Jo. Mabala, Chiw* 
nograph. 1. x. 

'' U. The Itinerary of all the Apostles,^ well as of every one of 
'em singly, was formerly extant. 

*' X VI. Of the Writings of the DtMdplea and Compankm of the Apottfes, 
*' 1. Of the books ascribed to the disciples and companions of the 
apostles, and which are still extant,*9om are thought gennin and of great 
'authority at Ihn time: Every one were approv'd at som time, or by 
sum party ; And yet I am of opinion, that it'ls the easiest task in the 
world (next. to «that of shewing the ignorance and tupentitioii af tlie 
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writen) to piwe tbf m nil spurious, and fraodulcnfly imposed on the cre« 
dniotis. Tnoie I mean, are the episUes of Clemens Roroaniis to the 
Coriothimns, his Recognitions, Decretals, and other pieces bearing his 
name ; all the Epistles of Jgoatius ; the Kpistie of Polycarpus to the 
Philippeans, with bis other writings; the Acts of the Martyrdom of 
Ignatius and Polycarpus*; the Pastor of Hennas; the Epistle of Barna- 
bas;* the works of Diouysius the Areopagitc ; the Epistle of Marcellu?, 
Peter*s disciple, to Nereus and AchiUeus, apd his Treatise on the Con- 
flict of Peter and Simon Magus ; the Life of St. John, by Prochorus ^ 
the Petition of Veronica to Herod on the behalf of Christ ; the Passion 
of Timothy by Polycrates ; the Passions of Peter and Paul in two books 
by Linus I the two Epistles of Martial of Limousin, and the Life of the 
«amc by Aurelianus ; the Gospel of Nicodemus; the History of the 
Apostolical Conflict by Abdias, who is said to be appointed flrst bishop 
fkf Babylon by the apostles; the Passion of Saint Andrew, written by 
the presbyters of Achia ; the Epistle of Evodius, rniiturd the Light ; 
the Altercation of Jason and Papiscus; the Acts of Titus composed by 
Zena, St. Paul's companion, with a multitude of other acts and passions. 
The Gospel of Barnabas, the Uevelation of Stephen, the Passion of 
Barnabas^ and the Epistles of Joseph the Ari^atheau to the Britous, are 
quite lost ; and were they extant, would probably appear to be as 
foolish and fabulous as the rest. 

<' XVII. OfPiece$ aUtdg'd in favor of ChristianUy, which woereforg*d umkr 

the name of Heathens, 

*' I. The worksof Trismegistusand Asrlepius. Extant. 

'* 2. The tMMks of Zoroaster and Hystaspes. 

*' 3. The SibylKn Oracle cited so frequently, and with such authority^ 
by the primitive fathers, that fCelsas takes occasion from ihence \a 
nickname the Christians Sibyllists. Extant. % 

^*4. The Letter of Pontine Pilat to Tiberias, with the Speech of 
Tiberius to the Senat. Extant. 

*' 5. The Epistle of Lentulus, giving a description of the person of- 
ebrist« Extant. 

^ 6. The Epistles or Orders of Adrian, Antoninus Pius, and Marcuft 
Aurelins, in favorof the Christians. Exiat;t in Justin Martyr,&c.&c<&e, 

*' In the second place, by the books of whcise spuriousness I said the 
world was not yet convinced, tbo* i*i mv pr^vat opinion I could not 
think *em genuio, 1 meant those of the other great persons, or the sup- 
posed writings of certain apostolic men (as they rail >m) which are at 
this present, as well as in ancient times, read with extraordinary vene- 
ration And they are the Epistle of Barnabas the Pastor of Hennas, 
the Epistle of Polycarpus to the Philippians, the flrst Epistle of Clemens 
AomanuB to the CortnthiaDS, and the seven Epistles of Ignatius. These 
are generally received in tbo church of Rome, and ahio by most pro- 
testants ; bnt those of the church of Engi^nd have particuUiriy signalized 
themselves in tl«eir defence, and by pnMi^hii^ the correctest impressions 
of them. The ancients paid them the highest respect, and reckoned the 
first four of 'em especially, as good as any part of the New Testament, 
The Epistle of Barnabas is, by ^Clemens Alexandrrnus, and Origen, not 
only reckon^d-gennln, but cited as scripture^ tho* he says in express 
terms, That the apoUkty h§fore ikdr cwnwrdoa. Ken the greaieMt nnnert m 
nature f which, if lielieved, would rob us of an argument we draw frona 
their iategrity and simfiliclty against infidels, to say nothing now of th^ 

f TheCfOspel of ^Tnabs4,the Arabic orlglBAli are nOw extant in the ea«t (seeSaIr); 
translations of whfrh are in the Italian sad Simdsh languages, see Dr, White's 9«r\ 
9not»j page 12 in the notes, 

i Ongen. contr. Celt, 1. S, 

I See Clark's Bibliogiaphical Dictionary, vol. vii, 

^ Stxomftt. 1, g. A ^ coatiA C9ls< If J. <w Piiacip, 1, 9, 

B 
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Wftny olhrr rldicnlous pas9a|rr« in Earnabas. The pastor, or visions 
precepts, and similitiidt-s of Ilermas (who Is supposed to be the perjou 
inentionrd by PanI in his K|)i5il<» to the Romans) h cited as Canonical 
Rcriptrtre by »frcnani5. flemcns Alc.naadrinns^ Orj»en,and others, and 
was for such rrr civM by several churehet, tho' I think it the gillyest book 
in rlic world. The 1 pisile of Polycarpufi (the supposed divipte of St, 
John) wa^ read in the churches of Asia, and is qitoted by tlrenai»s* 
r.u^obiuP, and otiier*. The Kpistlc of Clemens Romanus*(whom they 
would have to be the same that's mentioned by Paul in his F.pistle to thi 
PJi'lippians) is cited by tlr^^n^ras, CVnir-ns Alexandrioui, Ori|reD, 
K'.-ob'us, and others. The Kpistles of Ij^nailus are quoted by Irenspiis^, 
L'uscbius, with several more ; but particularly by g Origen, who says 
that in one of 'em he found it very ele^ahtly written, That the virgmill 
wA'Mary teas a secret to the ileuit ; tehhh yirffinittf** , wUh her DeHuery^ ami 
the Death of our Lortly Ipnalius si^s^ itrrc Three Jhmous Mtfsteriet mrou^ht 
ih tJte Silence of God, Those word i may be now read in the Epistle of 
I'^natittB to the Kphesians. Now these are the books of whose genuine 
ness and authority I took the liberty to doubt, notwithstanding the bet, 
|er opinion which is cntertain'ri of Vm by others. 

" But tlto' 1 will not, a^ I said, ^nter now into a particular discussion 
of these nr«^^nR8» >et I shill otier oae thinjr to the consideration of their 
defenders. Either they really believe the Kpfstlesof Barnabas and Cle- 
meiM (for example) to be theirs, or to be suppasiUtiou^. If noC tbein, 
tlierc's a spfedy epd of the dispute, iiud I have aUaioVi my end wtthoot 
•more arf^umeniutioit. But if they tliink 'em geoiiin, why f|o they not 
receive 'em into the canon of the scriptureti, sijic« they were the comt 
panions and fellow li^fawirf rs of the apo^lct, aa well a^ St. Mark or St. 
fAike? If this quality was suflicient to entitle the two last to inspiral 
^ipn, why should it not do as much for the two first? And if this be not 
all the reason, pray let us know the troe one^ having never beard of any 
other. To say, that tho' the books i^re ^utlienik^ yet they oui^ht not ta 
be received qow into the canon, because the ancients did not think tit tq 
approve >m, ih but a mere evasion: For*tis well known, tt^it till liPter 
I'^isebius'a time, ntiihrr lite second Kpistte of Peter, nor 4hiit of Jamet, 
pr Jude, with sq«i oiheni, were appn>v*d ai canonical i and yet they were, 
fifterwards rereiv'd ly the whole cliureh. Wherefore then mat ool wa 
ps well at thift^ime establish ili^ l^pisiiles of Clemens and* Barni|bat, if 
they be undoubtedly tlieirs, which 1 sliaU he pemuaded iheir patrons 
believe, when they qutUe Vm as scriptnre, a^id Ibpn 1 know where to 
bave them, aiHl hoi^' (o deal with Vm. Bn( of this enoii||[h. 

** I said above, that by th^ fpuriou^; pieces t meant only a «:rea( part 
of the hoiks which are rvui'ted in ^hp rat.ilof^ne ; for otheis of 'em do not 
seeoi to dewnc so mean a rank : ao4 \ nin %o far fm^ rqjectln|( all rhoe(t 
hooks of the New Testament vt'liicii we now receive, that | am rather 
solicitous lest, as ip, the dark a^^s of p«>pery, those we commonly call 
apocr>phal books, were addetl to the Bitile, so i\i the sai.'-.e time, anil iqi 
vat if^nomnt ages befp^re, several others might be taken H«ray, for not 
saitlng all the opinions of tii^. Hrongest parly. Nor is it unwotlhy ob^ 
servation, th^t most of theiie bnqks are condemned by the decree of popa 
Gela«i>r«. How many true and spurious gospeb or histories of Christ 
were est^-otin St. Lake's time, (i«Kl knows; but that there were several 
piay be evplently infer'd frqjp his oiyn words, whq {eMi Theophilu^f f 

• Advers. H.rres. I. 4. c 3. BirqtmBt. 1, 1. 2. 1. 6. Priiiclp. 1. 1. o. J. L, 2. c. 1. Homil. 
|0. in Hos. ^Atihi piiNiJm. ' ' ' 

t I-, I. rontr. t^wH^*. Kib^rli. Hist. Grrles. 1. i. e. 14. Phot. eod. 12^. 

J Contfji H«H^. 1. S. ('. J. Stromal. I. 1, 4, ft, C. Dc Frineip. U 2, Blat. Bccles. L 
a. *'. 16, 36. 1, 4. c. 2?, 23. ' -T ^ r 

6 Cnnlra H<Tre«. I. d. c. 28. Bbt, Egcles. 1. 3. c, S9* 

J! Hoinil.fsinLiic. ^ ^ 

f* Ip. ad Kph««. 

tlllMCtl, 1,2^3. 
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thil n;uny had undertaken the same work before him, and, as If he al- 
liulnl lo soin spui ioud relations, assures him, Ihut he'll write nothinf^ but 
whfxt hr receiv'U trutn such as had a perf^^ct knowledf; of those matters 
fro:!! i!-.' begiiiii'n*;. That there should be first and last, but just the 
ivuitilu'i of four, 1 uevcr heart of any that went about to dfuionstrat, ex. 
cept IrciiaHiA the foinM successor of the apostles; and he positively 
"^ciirirrsL*, (!t:it there caunot be inoi'e, nor fewer than four gobpcts: * For, 
s;i3s \\c^ (lirre be four ri*gions of this world wherein vvc live, with four 
principal winds, and the chuieh is spread overall the earth: But the 
support and foundation of the (hurch is the gospel, and (he spirit of life s 
Tiirr(*f(>rc it nuM follow, that it has four pillows, blow ing incorruptibility 
on all bide>, and |;ivina; life to men.* Thon he corroborats his argument 
fro.n the four cherubim^, and the four faecii in K/ekicKh xisionf, to wit, 
of a lion, no ov, a man, and an eagle ; which is the reason, by the way, 
^\ h\ tiie ftiur evangelists are painted with these emblems In the Mass* 
}^>ok and in our Common-Pray*er-I)ook. So he concludes at last, 
* That thoy are all vain, unlearned, and impudent, who after this^ would 
a&,>eit, that there were more or fewer than four gospels/ 

** Several of these books whereof I now treat, are quoted to prove 
Important points of the Chri!>tian religion by the nfost celebrated fathena, 
ns of equal authoiity with those we now receive; and the testimony of 
thcac fathers wai* the principal reason of establikhing these in our present 
canon, and is still alledg'd to that purpme by all that write in defence 
of the scriptures. Of so much weight is this testimony, that Eusebius^ 
rejects the acts, gospel, preavMiing, and revelation of Peter from bein^^ 
authentic, for no other reason, lAit because no ancient or modern w riter 
(sa^s he) has quot^'d proofs out of them, Kut herein Tusebius was 
mistaken i for the contrary appears by the testimonies markt in the cata- 
logue, and which any body may compare with the originals. In another 
place he', says. That the gospels of Peter, Thoma*', Matthias, and suc|| 
like, w ith the ad', of Andrew, John, and the other apostles, are jspmiini!!, 
because no ecclesiastic writer, from the time of the apo^(les down to his 
own, has vouch>afM to quote them, which is ab>olutely f.ilse of soni, at 
wc h:4ve already shewn. Had r.usebius found any of these pieces cited 
by the precedent orthodox writers, he would have own'd them as the 
genuin productions of the apD^iles, and admitted them (as we say) intq 
the canon ; but having met no ^ut-h citatiiHisJie preM-tuly concluded there 
were none, which made him reject those boi'ks": And, 1 say, what 1 have 
already demonstrated, that proofs were quoted out of som of Vm long 
before, so that they might still belong to the canon for all Kusehiuj. 

'* To these considerations two objections may perhaps be made. Firtt^ 
It is unlikely, they'll sa,\, tliat ].,usebius should not have read the an- 
cients; nay, that the contrary appears by his many citations out of them s 
and that consequently those works of the fathers, which we have now \q 
our bands, are not the same which were read in his time, or that at least 
they are strangely adulterated, and full of interpolations. "With all my 
|ieurt : But then let us not be nrg*d by their authority in o^her points no 
)n(}re than in this, blace in one thing they may as we(l l)e altered and cor- 
rupted as in another; and indeed, by a common rule of equity (being 
found changM in some places) they ought to be so reputed in all the rest, 
till the contrary be evidently proved. 

*' The second objection is. That aUho* these pieces have bin acknowr. 
ledg'd to be the writings of those apostles whose names they bear, at 
certain times, and in som churches, yet they were expressly rejected by 
others. To this 1 answer. That there is not one single book iq the New 
Testament which was not refiis'd by som of the nnciepta as oqjustly 
fathered upon the apo8lleB> and really forg'd by their advenarlest which 
fis uo body thiiUu it now a good reason to disapprove tbem, so I see oo( 

• Advenys ||«ree. 1. 9. 1 1. t ^^k. vi, G, to. | Hi»t, Bcclrs. 1,9, p. ^. { Ibid, ^ sa 



how it sbould any mnro cnndude ai^Hiiist my opinion. But becanse the 

varioiib seels of those! enrly clays did, like us, condemn one another for 
da in liable heretics ; and (he adnii((in|ror refubinf:, the framing or cor- 
rt4>tinp; of certain liooks, were »oiii of the crimes which were mutually 
imputed, 1 shall now in^iht only un ihr Epi»tle to the Hebrews, that of 
James, the second of l*e(er, ihe second and third of John^the Kpiktie of 
Jude, and the Kevrlatioii. Tlirse seven pieces were a long time plainly 
dntihted by (ho -'ancients, particularly by (hu^e whom we e»teem the 
roundest lait;, and yet tbe> are receiv'd (not without con\incing arguo 
ineiils) b\ (he moderns. >ow, 1 say, by a more than a parity of reast.n, 
that (he pre.'ichiii;; and revelation of I'eter (for example) were receiv'd 
by the aiicieuts,antl oufht not therefore (o be rcjcc(ed by the moderns, if 
the approbation of Ihe fatheis be a proper recommendation of any books.. 

'^ The council of Ijiodicea, which %vas held about three hundred and 
biity years after Chrtf:(, ani is (he first a&s<*mbly wherein (he canon of 
Fcriptuie was esfablisht, could not among so great a variety of books as 
Mere then in the world, certatnly detemniie w hieh were the true iLonno 
menis of the a|>ostle.t, tnit either by a p«ir(icular revelation from heaven^ 
«r by crediting (he ie?.tinion} of iheir anccstois, w hieh vas always better 
preserved and conve\'d by writing (ban bv oral tradition, the moi>t un- 
certain rule in imlure, %\iine9«» (lie mon>lrous fables of papists, rabbins, 
Xurks,and the eastern nation*- both CbrlMinnsand Idol^tors. But of any 
extraordinary revelation inude to thi.< council we hear pot a word ; and 
foi the books \ defend, I have the s;ime te!>tlmonv which is usually al- 
ledg'd in the behalf ofotheis. llo\> ever, I shall not be too hasty to make. 
II final deriiion of thi^ matter u ith my sel)^le»t 1 incur the dreadful curse 
vrhich (he autb* r of the Kevela(ion+ pronounces against such as shall add 
or tiike a^ta> from thai bi»ok. Iiifrtrad therefore of censuring and calum* 
niating < which ought no( (o be reckonM virtues in any oider of men, and 
least of all in the luinistrrsof ttiego>pcl) let such as are hi<tterenligh(en*d 
endeavor to extriciite the erroiieous out of these or the like difticnlties,^ 
that they may be nble to dl^itinsuish truly, and that in such an extiaor-. 
diiiary number of lioi»k!>, all pretending equally to a divine origin, they 
niHv have som inf;illiblf luaiks of discerning the proper rales lest they 
unliappii\ mistake (lie f:il«ie one foi the tnie. 

•* flow n« crv^ry it is to ha>c f he canon ofserliiturp set In its due tighf,^ 
we n:n\ learn froio (heaiuienr :ts uell asonrmodern unbelievers. Celsusj; 
eActainis agnini>t the too ^r at liberiy which the (Mirijitians (as if (hey 
were drunk, sa>s be) took of i hanging the first writing of (he gospel 
thre4',or four, oi more tin es.tlmi Mt they might den> whatever uasurg*4. 
ugainsl \'m as relrjctcd before. Nay, as low down as St. AugU8tin*8 
time, was there not a vi'ry considerable sect of the Chrisiians themselvesi^ 
1 mean the MaiiicltT^n^, who shewed oilier bcripinrci*, and den>*d the 
genuinness of the « lu>le New Testament. One of thes^e call'd p'austns, 
after ^hc»ing that his ridvnsariesdisiippiov'd of several things in the Old 
Tes»(amen(, (bus p'urMies his '.arjjument : ' You think, fa>s lir, that of all 
book!) in the worl'^.ihcTe^iami nl ef the Son onl> could not he corrupted^ 
(hat it alone contain^ iu)thing uliich oiigli^ to be dis:illuM*d; especially 
when it nppearb, that it >;as neither written hy hiint>e)f nor his npu^lle?^ 
but a loiiir tine after by certain obsrnre persons, who, lest no credit 
should be given (o ihe stoiies (hey (old of what they could not know, did 
prefx to their writings partly the nnnies of the apo^tles^ond partly or 
tho^e whn succeeded tbe apostles ; afTiiming tluit what they wrote (hem-, 
selves was written by these ^ Wherein (hey seem (o mo (continues he), 
Ut have bin the must hainou&ly iiijurious to (he disciples of Christ, bjf 

• Fet the third wid twenty.fifth rh.ip^^is of the Rr<-le»)«.«i< icAl Hiatory of £(u«b:as. 
)i^. 3. Iw coi>i«:i!te<l, v.'tlh wliat Si. ieruui« has wridrii on liic* Kinif nibjcct. 
t Rev. xxii. i", 19. I f iriLcii. 1. 2. contra Ceil, 

§ Augutftin.conlra FAiMt.l. 3^. c. ^, 
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altribatiof <• tbrai whn( tbe^ wrote thrmselvcs so dissonant and repnj^- 
nant; and that th^y pretended to write those f^o^peU nnder their names, 
ithich are so full of mistakes, of rontrndictnry lelatiuns and opinions, 
that they are neither coherent with themselves, nur consistent with one 
another. What is this therefore but to throw a calumny on ^ood men, 
and to fix the accusation of discord on the unanimous society of Christ's 
disciples.* The same Faustus a little after accuses his adversaries, who 
had power eqou|^h to be counted orthodox, in these express words: 
*Many* things were foisted by your ancestors into the scriptures of our 
Lord, which, tho* marked with his naaie, ai^iee nut with his faith. And 
no wonder, »lnce, as those of our party have already frequently prov'd, 
these things were neither written by himself nor his apostles: but several 
matters after their decensc were picked up from stories and flying re« 
ports by I know not what set of Half-Jews; and these not a^reeio^ 
among themselves, who nevertheless publishing all these particulan nn» 
der the names of the apostles of the Lord, or of those that succeeded them, 
have feigu*d their own lies and errors to be written according to them.' 
** Since therefore the Manichaeans rejected the whole New Teitament, 
since the Eblonites or Naxarens, (who were the oldest Christians) had a 
different copy of St. Matthew's | gospel, and the Marcionites, had a very 
different one of St. Luke*8; since St. John*s was attributed to Cerinthus, 
all the Epistles of St. Paul were deny*d by som,a different copy of -tm 
shewaby others; and that the seven pieces we mention'd before, were 
rejected a lonf^time by all ChristiaoSy almost with universal consent." 

Note (D) page 44. — I have not met with any remarks or aniwers to 
Halhed*s account of the "Hindoo History of the Age of the World,'* 
but in Mr. Teiiaant*s '* Indian Recreations.'* Had 1 time i could fully 
refute bis remarks: Mr. T., like many other wriiert, substitate rant for 
reason, and sophistry for proofs. 

Note (E) page 52. — The works of Coafncius have recently been trans, 
lated by Mr. Marsham, and the Ani volume has been imported. This 
volume contains Lun Guee, being a collection of the Sage Chee precepCi, 

• Augimtin. ibid. I. Si. <•. s. 
I See tho improved v<;r»iuti ol ibe New Tebtameot by the UnitwUiv. 
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JPart the Second. 



PRAYERS 



FOR THE use Of 



ALL THOSE YTHO WORSHIP BUT 



ONE DEITY. 



" It is highly requisite that our addresses to the throne of gra/ce, should 
be dictated in the ntmost simplicity.*' ** In short, they shoold be formed, 
as near as possible, upon the plan of that excellent and perfect model 
tanght OS by onr Bleaied Sa?ioiir himself." 



I 



THEOPHILANTHROPJST. 



JuIlAVING, ia a former work, taken the abeva 
signature^ I deem it necessary to say a few words 
on that branch of theological opinion. 
. The name is a compound terra^ derived from 
the Greeks, and intimates that they profess to 
adore God, and lave their fellow creatures. 

Their belief I have given in thWworkf^ which 
cpqtain the whole copfession of their faith. '' *The 
temple^ the most, worthy of the divinity in the 
eves of the Theophilanthropists, is the universe. 
Abandoned sometimes under the vault of heaven 
to. the contei^ipla^ion of the beauties of nature, 
they render iU author the homage of adoration 
and gratitude/' . 

'' If any one ask you what is the origin of 
your religion and vour worship ? You can an- 
swer him thus : .Open the most ancient books 
which are knowSj, seek there what was the reli- 
gion; what the worship of the first human Be* 
ings o| 'whie;h history has preserved the remem- 
brance. There you will see that their religion 
was \yhat we now call natural religion, because 
it has for its p^uiciple even the Author of 
•Nature. It is^ne that has QncrraTcn it iurthe 

* » 

* Thi'so e)^tr«ict.s'are taken from the Manuel of thr^ttt^ 
Vy-Df ! Sohii \ralker. * ^ 
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iiearts of the first human Beings^ in ours^ in tiiAi 
of all the iuhahitanls of the earth : this religion 
i^hich consists in worshipping God and cherish- 
ing our kind^ is what we express by one single 
word^ that of Theophilanthropy. Thus our 
religion is that of our first parents ; it is yours ; 
it is ours ; it is th^ universal religion. As to 
our worship^ it is also that of our first fathers : 
see even in the most ancient writers^ that the 
exterior signs by which they render their homige 
to the Creator, were of great simplicity. They 
dressed for him an altar of earth, they ofi^ered 
him in sign of their gratitude, and of their sub- 
mission, some of the productions they held of his 
liberal band. The mfaers exhorted the childreii 
to virtue ; th«y all encoura&|ed one another, un- 
der the auspices of the divinity, to the accom- 
plishment of their duties. This simple worships 
the sages of all nations have not ceased to pro- 
fess^ and they have transmitted it down to us 
l^ithout interruption. 

• ■ " If they ask you of"whom,yoil hold your miS7 
feion? answer. We hold it of God himself; who 
in giving us two arms to aid our kind^ lias also 
given us intelligence to mutually enlighten each 
other, and the love of ^ood to bring us together 
to virtue; of God who bar given .'experience 
and wisdom to the aged to guide the young, and 
uulhority to fathers to conduct their children. . 
- '^f they are not struck with tlie m\:e dt thed^ 
reasons, do not farther discuss the subject, and 
do not engage yourself in controversies' whiqh 
tend to diminish the love of. our neigfabotirs. 
Oiir principles are the eternal * truth ; they will 
subsist whatever individuals may support or at- 
taefi them, and the effects of the wicked will not 



even prevail against them . Rest firmly attached 
to them^ without attacking or defending any 
religious systems ; and remember^ that similar 
discussions have never produced good, and that 
they have often tinged the earth with the blood 
of men. Let us lay aside system^ and apply our- 
selves to doing good. It is the only road to 
happiness." 

In places of worship the audience sit to hear 
discourses on morality^ &c. which are diver* 
sified by hymns. 

N. B. Aspland^ (an Unitarian minister^) has 
lately published a Selection of Hymns suitable 
for the wprship of one God. 
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PREFACE. 



JL HE U8C of prayer is universally acknow^ 
ledged by all sects and denominations^ in which 
the reliffious world is divided ; and so great is 
it considered by the Mahometans^ that it is the 
fundamental principle of their duty^ Permit 
me then to offer the following short prayers to 
the contemplation of that body of people who 
adhere to n ovate $0. religion^ but acknowledge 
God to he tneorUy olfject of worship. 

All public liturgies admit an intercession be* 
tween God and man; and consequently are not 
adapted to those who reject it. They therefore 
have recourse to extemporary prayer^ and^ as the 
mind is apt to take an eccentric course^ I thought 
it would be acceptable to many, that some short 
prayer and lessons^ such as these^ were composed, 
that they might be used in family devotion. 

Both exteniporary prayers and public liturgies 
have such a multiplicity of words, that it is great 
grievance^ as it has a tendency to weaken rather 
than promote a spirit of devotion. 

Bigland, a sensible and elegant writer, ob- 
serves, that '' The prayers which presumptuous 
mortals offer up to the throne of the Divine 
Majesty, are not only often absurb, but some-^ 
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times indisputably impious. What esteem shall 
vfe make of all the praters that have been die-- 
tated by superstition^ by party spirit^ by religious 
enmity^ and all the various contensions that 
agitate the minds of weak and erring mortals ; 
when nations arc often directed to offer up to 
the Sovereign Ruler of the universe^ prayers 
for the prosperity and success of tyrants and 
usurpers^ the desolators of the earth and but- 
chers of mankind? Will the God of Nature^ 
the Universal Parent^ the Benignant Father of 
Men^ look dowp with a smile of compassion or 
frown of indignatioUj on those petitions ? Will 
he pity the ignorance^ spurn the presumption^ or 
despise the bypocrisy of the petitioners?*" 

Christy when givmg advice to his brethren, 
says^ ''When ye pray use not many idle words 
as the Gentiles do : for they think that they will 
be beard for their much speaking. Be not 
therefore like them> for your Father kaoweth 
what thing ye have need of before ye ask him/' 
Also, " when thou prayest, enter into thy closet." 
It is only when wc are assembled with our 
families, or in our closets, that any fervency of 
devotion can be offered up to the Pivine Majesty, 
for his care and protection of us. 

Although I have principally intended this 
work for the use of the Thcophilantbropi$t, the 
prayers maybe adopted in private worship by 
every person who acknowledges but one God. 

« 

* Bigland's Essays, VoL II. page 234- 



MORNING PRAYER. 



j1 Hymn may be sung^ then the following 

Ejaculation. 

X^EARLY beloved brethren, it is our duty 
to acknowledge and confess our sins and wicked«- 
nesSj and that we should not dissemble nor cloke 
them before the face of Almighty God our 
Heavenly Father; but confess them with an 
humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to 
the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the 
same, by His infinite goodness and mercy: 
Wherefore I beseech you, as many as are here, 
to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble 
voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, 
saying after me :" 

T^ow, O God ! supreme and incorruptible 
Being ; prime supporter of the universal orb ! 
The space between the heavens and the earth is 
possessed by Thee alone ! To Thee we address 
our humble supplications : give us, thij ser- 
vants, an humble and serious frame of mind to 
hear thy sublime law with profit, so that at the 
last we may finally live according to that which 
is right to our fellow beings. 

Pardon us, O God, the sins xve have com- 
mitted; prosper our labours, and give nsfor^ 
titiide to live according to Thy /ait*. Grant. 
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ice beseech Thee, O God, that we may continue 
to receive the blessings we noxv eiyot/, free 
from the pangs of want and disease, and ail the 
temptations of the wicked^ 

Knowing, O God, that Thou wilt grant all our 
humble petitions, as far as they are consistent 
with Thy inscrutable providence, we shall be 
satisfied with our stations and afflictions; 
knowing that what misfortunes and severity 
we feel in this life, is good for our spiritual 
welfare; we humbly resign ourselves to Thy 
guidance and direction for ever. Amen. 



MORNING LESSON. 

JuLappy are the poor in spirit : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Happy are those who 
mourn : for they shall be comforted. Happj 
are the meek : for they shall inherit the land. 
Happy are those that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. Happy 
are the compassionate : for they shall obtain 
compassion. Happy are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God. Happy are the peacc-m?.- 
kers : for they shall be called the sons of God. 
Happy are those that are persecuted for righte- 
ousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of bea* 
ven. Happy are ye when men shall reproach 
yoU;, and persecute you, and speak all kind of 
evil against you falsely, for ray sake. Rejoice, 
and be exceedingly glad : for great shall be 
yourr(n^ard inheaveu: for so rTten persecuted 
the prophets that were before you." 
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^' Ye have heard that it hath been said to ttiosd 
of old time^ 'Tiiou shalt do no murtber;' and 
' Whosoever shall do murther shall be liable to 
the judgement/ But I say unto you, that who* 
soever is idgry >vith his brother without a cause^ 
shall be liable to the j udgement : and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, 'Thou vile man/ shall 
be liable to the council : but whosoever shall 
say, ' Thou fool,' shall be liable to hell-firc. If 
therefore thou bring thy giift to the altar, and 
there remember that thy brother hath any mat* 
ter of complaint against thee ; leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go, first be reconciled 
to thy brother, and then come aiid offer thy gift; 
Agree with thine adversary quickly, while thou 
art in the way with him i lest the adversary 
deliver thee to the judge, and* the judge deliver 
thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 
Verily I say unto thee. Thou wilt by no meant 
come out tbence> till thou have paid the utter-^ 
Biost farthing. 

'' Ye have heard that it iiath been saiii, 
'Thou shalt not commit adultery/ But I say 
Unto you, that whosoever looketh oh a woman 
in order to desire her, hath already committed 
whoredom with her in his heart. Now if thy 
right eye cause the^ to ofiend, pluck it out, and 
cast it from thee : for it is better for thee that 
one of thy members perish, than that thy whole 
body should be cast into hell. And if thy right 
hand cause thee to offend, cut it off, and cast it 
frotn thee : for it is better for thee that one of 
thy members perish, than that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell. 

'' Now it hath been said^ ' Whosoever shall 
put away his wife^ let him gWe her a bill o( 

c 
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divorcement.' But I say unto you, that who- 
soever shall put away his wife, except on ac- 
count pf whoredom, causeth her to commit 
adultery : and whosoever shall marry her that is 
put away, coramitteth adultery. 

'' Again, ye have heard that it hath been said 
to those of old time, ' Thou shalt.not forswear 
thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine 
oaths/ But I say unto you. Swear not in any 
wise, either by the heaven, for it is God's throne : 
or by the earth, for it is his footstool : or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great king. 
Neither shalt thou sw ear by thine head ; because 
thou eanst not make one hair white or black. 
But let your discourse be. Yes, yes; No, no; 
for whatsoever is more than these, proceedeth 
from evil. 

'^ Ye have heard that it hath been said, ' An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.' But I 
say unto you that ye resist not evil : but whoso- 
ever shall strike thee on thy right check, turn 
to him the other also. And if any roan choose 
to sue thee at law, and to take away thy vest, 
let him have thy mantle also. And whosoever 
shall compel thee to go one mile, go with him 
two. Give to him that ajsketh thee; and from 
him (hat would borrow of thee, turn not away. 

*' Ye have heard that it hath been said, ' Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.' 
But I say unto you. Love your enemies, bless 
those that curse you, do good to those that hate 
you, and pray for those that injuriously treat 
you, and persecute you : that ye may be the sons 
of your Father that t^ in heaven : for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendetfa rain on the righteous and on the un- 
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righteous. For if ye love those who love you^ 
v^hat reward have ye P do not even the publicans 
the saa?e ?. And if ye salute your brethren only, 
what do y^ which is excellent ? do not even the 
ffjentiles in like aiannpr ? Be ye therefore perT 
fect^ as your Fatlier that is in heaven is perfect. 
. Z*^ Takp h^cd that ye do .iv)t your acts of 
f jg^teousncss before m^Uj in order to be seen by 
them : other wise^ ye have nq .rew^ird witif y9Ut 
F^fher that is in heaven. 

/^ W^pi^.,. therefore thou docst th^ine alniSj 
sound pot a. tr^nip^t before thee^ as the hypor 
crites do in th^ synagogue? and in the streets, 
that they may r^ccjve honour from men. Verily* 
I say unto y^m^.they have their rewarcT. But 
when thou ^9^^^ alms, let not thy left hand 
IfLnovv what thy. right hand doeth : . that thine 
alms may be in secret: and thy Father wha 
&eeth in secret biqaself will . rewar4 thee 

openly. ., ' 

'' ^"A V^hf^^ tljpapfaye^, be not as tl^e hypo-t 
crites. ^r^ : fpr M*?^ Ip'^'e^^o pray standing in the 
^ynagogu|es ^pd Jn the corners of the streets, that 
j^licy may .^e seen by raca. Verily I say unto 
y^u^ tU*t tUiiy hs^ve thpir reward. But thou, 
>vl\ep thovi psayestj enter ipto thy closet, and 
wbeo4hou ha^t sJbv^t thy door, pray to thy Father 
that. }ft ijijs^r^t;. apd thy Father, that seeth in 
^ecr^t^ s]>al|f. cejwarfl l^ep onenly. But when 
yp pcay, use.notmany idle vvofd^^-^s the gentiles 
4(U for they think tha( they will be heard fo|r 
^heir much spfakiug. Be not therefore lik^ 
tl^cm : for your father knoweth what things ye 
})^ve 'ne04 of btfore y^ ask bipn In this manner 
therefore prj^y ye; /Qut Fs^ther, who art i^ 
heaven^ si^nf tiiied ^e thy. name, ^ ^'by kingdom 
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come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is iii 
heaven. Give us this day the food sufficient for 
us. And forgive us our trespasses, as vre also 
forgive those who trespass against us. And 
bring us not into temptation, but preser\ne us 
from evil.* For if ye forgive men their offbn<ics, 
your heavenly Father will forgive you also*, but 
if ye forgive not mentheir otfences, neither 'will 
your Father forgive your offences. 

'' Moreover, when ye fkst, be not as tli^ hy|)0- 
crites, of a sad fcoiiritenance : for they disfigure 
their faces, that they may appear unto men to 
fast. Verily I say unto you, that they have 
their reward. But when thou fksti^st, anoint 
thine head, and wash thy face ; that thou appear 
not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father who 
is in secret : and thy Father who seeth in secret 
shall reward theC; 

'* Lay not up fbr yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust consume, and Whertri 
thieves break through and steal : but lay Op for 
yoursfelves treasures in heaVen, ^liere neithef 
moth nor rust consumeth, and wher^ thieves do 
not break through and steal : for where your 
treasure is, there will be your heart also. The 
lamp of the body is the eye: if therefore thine 
tye be clear, thy whole body will be enlightened. 
But if thy eye be dim, thy whole body will he 
in darkness. If therefore thcli^ht which is^ in 
thee be darknes's, how great must be that diark- 
ness ! No man can serve two masters t for either 
he will hate the One, and love the other ; or h^ 
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Y^ 
cannot serve God and wealth. Whereforfe I say 
tmto you. Take tio ambus thought for yont life, 
%hat ye shkll eat, W what ye «haU dtink; nor 
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for yoUr body, with what ye shall be clothed. 
Is not 1/our life more than food ; and t/our body 
khan clothing ? Behold the fowls of the air ; 
that they neither sow^ nor reap^ nor gather into 
barns ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. 
Are not ye much betted than they ? Now which 
of you^ by taking anxious thought, can add one 
cubit to his stature f And why take 3'e anxious 
thought for clothing } Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow : they neither labour 
nor spin : yet I say unto you, that even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
Now if Godso clothe the herb of the field, which 
flourisheth to-day, and to>-morrow is cast into 
the furnace ; will he not much more clothe jou, 
O ye of little faith ? Wherefore take no anxious 
thought, saying, 'What shall we eat ? or. What 
shall we drink f or> What shall we put on V 
( for after all these things the gentiles seek : ) 
for your heavenly Father Knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things. But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. Take 
therefore no anxious thought about the morrow : 
for the morrow will take anxious thought for 
the things of itself. Sufficient to the day is its 
own evil. 

'' Judf e not^ that ye be not judged. For with 
what judgement ye judge, ye shall be judged t 
and with what measure ye dealout^ it shall be 
measured to you again. And why beholdest 
thou the splinter which is in thy brother's eye, 
but observest not the beam which is in thine own 
eye ? lOr how canst thou say to thy brother, 

D 
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^ Let me take thfe splinter out df thine eye :' and; 
behold^ a beam is in thine own eye ? ThoU 
hypocrite, first take the beam out of thine own 
eye ; and then thou wilt see clearly to take the 
splinter out of thy brother's eye. 

'' Give not that food which is holy to dogs; 
nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they 
tread them under their feet, and turn and rend 
you. 

''Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek^ and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you : for every one that asketh receiveth ; and 
he that seekcth findeth ; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened. What man is there among 
you, who, if his son shall ask bread> will give 
iiim a stone ? or, if he shall ask a fish, will give 
him a serpent? If ye therefore, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more will your Father, that is in 
heaven, give good things to those that ask him ? 
All things therefore whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye likewise so unto 
them : for this is the law and the prophets. 

^ Enter in by the strait gate : for wide is the 
gate, and broad is tlifc way, which leadeth to 
destruction, and there are many that enter by it. 
How strait is the gate, and how narrow is the 
way which leadeth to life; and how few are 
there who find it! But beware of false pro- 
phets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves. By their fruits 
ye will know them. Do men gather grapes from 
thorns, or figs from thistles ? In like manner 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but 
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a corrupt tree bringeth forth bad fruit. A good 
tree cannot bring forth bad fruit: nor can a corr 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree 
M'hich bringeth not forth good fruity is bewfi 
down^ and cast into the fire. Wherefore by 
their fruits ye will know t|ieni. 

'^Not every one that sailh unto me, 'Lord, 
Lord/ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of nay Father that is 
in heaven. Many vvill say unto me in that day; 
^ Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name cast out demons? and 
in thy name done many wonderful works ?' But 
I will then declare un'p them, 'I never kiiew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.' I 

'' Whosoever therefore heareth these words of , ' 

mine, and doeth them, I will liken him to a wisq j 

man, who built his house upon a rock : and the | 

rain descended, and the streams came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that hou$e, and it fell 
not: for it was founded on a rock. And who- 
soever heareth these words of mine, and doeth 

them not, will be likened to a foolish man, who • 

built his house on the sand : and the rain de- \ 

Bcended, and the streams came, and the wind9 

blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell, an4 i 

the fall of it wjis great.'- 



Thou Omnipotent and Almighty Crefttor^ 
we have heard Thy word delivered to us by 
Thy beloved servaAl^ J^sus Christ ; an e^- 
pounder of Thy law. Grants we beseech 
Theej that Thou would dispose our minds sg 
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that we may have heard it with prqfit antf 
instruction and live accordingly; so at the 
last we may reign in mansions of felicity^ 
were neither moth or rust doth consume. 
Almighty Power hearken to these our humble 
supplications^ and grant our prayers. Amen. 

[^Xf '^^ elder who performs the service, sliould 
think it necessary. The Confessioa of Faith 
may here he yactUated; then an Hymn, adr 
dressed to the great Creator; afterwards 
conclude the service 'with a disgour^f on mor 
ralityJ} 
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EVENING PRAYER, 



\/i Hymn fwy be sung^ tfien the foUomng 

Ejaculalion. 

X3 EARLY beloved brethren^ it is our duty 
to acknowledge and confess our sins and wickisd? 
nessj and that we should not disseoilile nor cloal; 
them before the face of Almigjity God our 
Heavenly Father; but confess them with an 
' humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart ; to 
the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the 
aame, by His infipite goodness and mercy: 
Wherefore I beseech you, as many as are here, 
to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble 
voice^ unto the ttifofie of the heavenly graccj 
aaying after me :'^ 

Thou Great fmdOtnnipotent Father: permit us 
Thine unworthy servants to present our hearts 
felt thanks to the throne of Thy glory, for tdl 
Thy goodness to us and tq all men' Thou has 
preserved us through sickness and in hefalth^ 
and brought us to this day to praise Thy howi^ 
teous providence. Grant, Q Almighty God, a 
continuance of these blessings ; teach u^ to hear 
meekly Thy laws Ihat issue out of the mouths 
qf Thy beloved sages, that we may learn wi^- 
dum from them ; so at the fast we m<^y rneef 
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with that eternal felicity which is proper for, 
the ^ood in all ages and nations. 

Knowing, O God, Thou xcill grant onr requests, 
as far a^ are consistent wthTiijj jn^ovidence, if 
we live so as io deserve* the ni ; we resign our- 
selves to Thy guidance and direction for ever 
and ever, Ameu, 



EVENING tES^ON*. '^ " 

Upon all occasions^ in which jou ar(ft'i^ 
quired to Bpeak or act^ do it with ' deliberation 
and sedateness. Most of our faults arise from too 
much vivacity and precipitatiob. Your <^oun'te- 
nance ought io be grave 'and jfour' words 
tthorougltijj weighed. A light and trifling cx- 
tcriour only attracts contempt or raillery. If 
you are obliged to give cither adviccor fepfoof 
use never sharp and cutting expressions: the 
effect of your anger and ridicule^ would be io 
en flame the passions^ not to correct them. ' ; ^ ^ 

f Do you a^)ire to the character of a good 
roan ? seek out a faithful friend : honestly coih 
fess your faults^ and never have recourse to a lye 
to disguise them. A fault acknowledged is half 
amended. If your sincerity become never so 
. little suspected^ who will regard you ? I^yii^ 
i) the vice of base souls^ and of the vilest 
populace. 

'^ When you are to treat upon any affair with 

# These senteoo^s I have taken from the '^^ Chinese Mis. 
cellany," I fiHrmeirly .irccomdieiided it at th^ concIuaJoh of 
my '^ Discourse," af conlaiain^.complett-r^lcs of act^^* 
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a great tnati, study his air and toiintenslnte ; if 
he h^ar you coldly, if your suit displease him> 
proceed* no farther : in vain would you pffess 
him-; the refusal you are about to incur, would 
perhaps disgrace you with him for ever. 

'' If you give a loose to reproaches against 
Any one, who hath displeased yout if you pro- 
Cttcd^ao far as to strike him, he will make re* 
prisals and will give you blows for blows, re- 
proaches for reproaches : thus to give yourself 
up to the impulses of anger, is to injure yourself> 
it is to beat yourself. If you arc of a quarrel- 
some disposition ; if you surrender yourself up 
to the intemperance of your tongue, and take a 
pleasure in backbiting and slander, you will 
make yoUrself feared ; but do not deceive your* 
self. Heaven hath j ustice^ 

*' Never speak of the failings of another, and 
never aifect to net the droll ; ' for> not to mention 
the complaints and murmurs, which you will 
draw tipon yourself; you will lose even those 
natural graces, which render a man amiable in 
society. » 

'"'You suddenly Stppear in company, and, as 
soon itsyou enter, take the lead in the conver- 
'Sation ; you engross all i]\e talk to yourself^ and 
•every body must be silent to hear you t what un- 
politeness? Who are you, and what have you 
learned, to enable you thus to read lessons to 
others ? Great bells seldom strike, and full 
vessels return no sound. 

*' What ! you are clothed commodiously for 
summer and winter; you want for nothing; you 
feel not the inconveniencies of hunger, or thirst; 
of heat, or cold : you cat when you please, and 
as mu^h' as. you please : are yoa not satisfied ? 



U it a diversion proper for a reasonable b'eingi 
to assume indecent liberties^ uid never open bid 
mouthy but to hold satirical or unbecoming dis-^ 
course ? If you continue to speak and act thus 
without discretion or judgment^ you vriU be put 
upon a level with the roost stupid animals. 

'' So long as man lives upon the earthy he must 
^ct there a certain part i and the inequality 
of conditions is there necessary. If every one 
sought only to repose or divert himself^ who 
would contribute to your nourishment? 

'' We see brethren, who in dividing their pa* 
ternal inheritance, yield to each other in doubt-* 
ful points> make mutual Concessions with the 
greatest amity. How happens it afterwards that 
their children or grandchildren H:ome to dispute 
about the same inheritance ; that they quarrel^ 
are violently enraged with each other, and often 
proceed so far as to weary the judges with their 
odious contests ? How have they been able so 
soon to stifle in their hearts, the tender senti<^ 
ments which they had received from nature and 
their original education ? 

'* Be not one of those eternal jokers, who had 
rather lose a friend> than what they esteem a 
good jest : consider that such raillery is often 
more offensive than abusive language ; the lai* 
ter is commonly the effect of a fit of anger, 
which is soon over, and which one is afterwards 
sorry for : the former is a most certain sign of 
contempt, which one is too apt to give way to^ 
and which one corrects in one's self seldom or 
never. 

" Learn from your youth to conquer ydur 
passions, to regulate your heart, and to form it 
to virtue. Allow not yourself in any faulty 
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bowever slight it may appear : if it escapes you 
now, be careful not tocoinmit it any more. The 
dike once broken you can no longer stop the 
iorrent. 

" Would you know what gratitude you are 
to expect from mankind^ cast your eyes upon 
your children. Would you have your children 
obedient and' submissive to you, be the same to 
your own parents.* Know that the heart, the 
thoughts,' the inclinations, and constitutions of 
ihen nave little resembfance to those of each 
other ; this consideration ought to engage yoti 
to bear with their failings and to dissemble them. 

''The desire of amassing, if a man surrendet's 
'himself up to it, never ceases but with lift. 
Riches are often accumulated by indirect meanii^ 
and are left to extravagant children who soon 
■see the end of them. Men are desirous to gatn 
money J by which they lose men.* 

^' Be not one of those gloomy spirits whom 
every thing displeases, who can endure nobody, 
and who have,. as it were, a natural antipathy to 
the whole human race: But at the same time do 
not give up yt)ur heart to every pretended : 
neither trust to slight protestations of attach- 
ment and fidelity. In the commerce of civil 
life, there is a just mean to be observed; by 
a.dheripg to which you will escape much vexa- 
tion and rppentance. 

'^ You have a secret ^Verldon from good men ; 
the acquaintai[7ce and conversation of the wise is 

• * * 

«-«^ The Author means that it js better be not so mh, 

.ilthaii fo-se^k tp be so by forfeiting the esteem of good men. 

^' [There is an affected quaintness both in the thought 

and expression very much in the manner of the Cliincse.J'' 
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insupportable to you : A certain proof of the 
depravity of your hearty and disorder of your uur 
derstanding. You are richly cloathcd ; you 
ride fine horses superbly caparisoned : notmng 
disturbs your tranquility or breaks your rest ; 
your table abounds with delicate meats; you 
swim in joy and pleasure. Death will come and 
surprize you in the very midst of your delight^^ 
perhaps locked in the embraces of slecp^ and you 
will cause passengers to say;. ^Whose son wa^ 
this young man ?' 

''Every one hath his peculiar notions; your 
friend hath his^ . and is sometimes so strongly 
attached to them that be cannot \ie p^ersuaded to 

. make the least concession. If; it only relates to 
indifferent things, if his views are not too unrca- 
sonable^ have th^ compliance to indulge hiiQ ifi 
them. If on the contrary you ever contradict 
him^ if you insist upon it that ypur sentiments 
ought always to prevail^ if yoursclf-lov^ yrUl 
not suffer you to yield to him in any, thing;, what 
will you gain ? you will breed Ul blood.betvve^n 
yoUj and will lose by little and little his affecticjn 
and confidence. . , 

'^ Never employ your authprity in its full e^j- 
tent; temper whatever is severe in it by. an atir 

. of sweetness and g^yod -nature. Keitber abu$e 
the fear and respect which your rank and digii^ty 

; inspire. It will do. you honour to adapt the ex* 
ercise of your po^yer to the circumstances, aqd 
situation of the persons with whom yoU live. 

''If some disaster or great misfortune befal 
you^ and you see ne meaife to extricate yourself; 

/submit to the will of heaven. Te complaiii/to 

« sighj to bemoan yourself, to strike the earth with 
your foot; is not to diminish 'but increase the 
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evil . No one is ignorant of this truth : bjuLiiuQ^vn- 
seldom do we see it regarded in men's practice ? 

^^ Think much and speak little. A great pa«^ 
rade of words only dazzles the eyes of fools ; 
and is far inferior to a judicious silence. There 
are especially certain occasions^ whan a wise man^ 
how nne a speaker soever he be^ and whatever 
inclination he may have to speaks will always 
put a seal upon his lips. 

'' Forget the services you have done to others : 
it is their business to remember them. Do not 
point out the shining advantages which distin^ 
guish you from the common run of mankind^ it 
18 the part of others to find them out. The peach 
and the plumb speak not^ they naturally leave 
traces of their worth. 

" If you have a sharp^ subtle^ penetrating 
spirit; only apply it to the well governing of 
your domestic affairs : in your commerce with 
the world study simplicity and plain dealing. 
If you affect to appear more cunning than others ; 
if there is discovered in your air and expressions^ 
I know not what of constraint and artifice^ you 
will always be distrusted^ and will never acquire 
sincere friends. 

'' It is not enough to study the world in order 
to adapt yourself well to it^ study yourself, and 
examine every evening what you have done 
during the day. If any action hath escaped 
you which you- have reason to be sorry for^ take 
proper means . to correct yourself, and commit it 
no raofe. If> on the contrary^ you have nothing 
to reproach yourself with, taste the sweet plea- 
sure^ which arises from the testimony of a good 
conscience* 

^' If you hear the praises which are bestowed 
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bn you^ \^ith a modest simplicity^ you add a new 
lustre to your merit. If, on the contrary^ you 
are puflfed up with this slight mark of esteem^ 
and are seduced to assume an important and 
supercilious air^ the favourable opinion that was 
entertained of you is instantly converted to pre* 
judice^ and people retract in secret the applauses 
of which they think you no longer worthy. 

'^ Ruin follows gain very near : and misery is 
at the tail of good fortune. He alone leads a 
tranquil life^ who is content with a decent me- 
diocrity. 

'' How difficult is it to live in the world and 
to preserve therein irreproachable manners P It 
is nevertheless possible ; but for this end one hath 
need of a continual attention and watchfulness 
Over one's self. 

" The soul ought to rule the body. How un- 
happy is he who suffers himself to be governed 
by his passions and irregular desires. You see 
that great man : he is an hero^ that hath not his 
equal among all our warriors : his name makes 
the earth tremble ; he hath crossed the four seas, 
be hath subdued all before hira ; himself is the 
only one he hath not been able to conquer ; for 
he is still a slave to his body. 

" You employ yourself in study, without en- 
deavouring to comprehend what you study : the 
time you spend therein, is to you so much time 
lost. When you read the booKs which the sages 
have left us, read them with reflection: every 
letter, every expression ought to appear precious 
to you : the doctrine ought to be deeply aigraven 
on your heart : that which goes no farther than 
the eyes and ears, is like a repast which one only 
makes in a dream. 
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^ *^^'A.ktndiie9t or faTOtir (Opportunely done^ may 
procure. aomrtiinefl^o him who did it a congider** 
able fortune: > A trifle often occasions great joy. 
Excdssivelbife frequently turnd to bitter hatred. 
'' Pr<^6ee great models for your imitation: 
duch as the ancient p^iilotopbersythey differed 
not in shape f rora comthon OMn^ bof in the quali- 
ties' bf the mind and hearty ^illich have- rendered 
them famous to ten thonsiand g^neratioki^* Form 
yourself after the pattern of their integrity, their 
greatness of soul, their sweetness^ tAeir facility 
of pardoning/ and their other virtues, and you 
vdU become a* real sagt; but if you negktt to 
improTo the taknts you 'have received from na^ 
lure; if ^ou are blunt, imperious^ and harsh* 1o 
others, you will ooly be a despiicable creature. 

'^ One of the best actions we can do in this life 
is to succour the afflicted and to relieve the in- 
digent. If Heaven did not send calamities into 
the world, 5^ aho.uld have no opportunity to ex- 
itcise mepoy: ' • •' . 

• " Three ^ings are absolbtdy necesrsary to him 
who addicts him^f to study . In the first place> 
to conquer his passions, and to render himself 
their master. Secondly, to have a sXveet, tracfa^ 
ble, com^i^ngsteniper. Thirdly, 'i6 hold all 
bad doctrines in abhorfenee, and ney^ to engage 
in any false sect. • • ! * 

;" Who hath loved you more than your father 
and mother ? What inquietudes hath your in- 
fancy caused them ? What pains have they 
iakia io bting you up? How nrnnfy Hinds of 
laboor and toil have^ they endured to place yon 
in your 'present condition f And can you carry 
your ingratitude and harshness so far ai to dis^ 
please and afflict them ? 

F 
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• '' Vet Wiii W\\\ be the consequence,' ye faitli^rs 
and piothecs^ if you' do lidt pay attention to the 
faults of your children^ and if you neglect io 
correct them in their tei^er age. Above aline-* 
v^r permit them/ under a pretence of shewing 
their wit^ to answer yoii pertly^ or to contradict 
those whom they ou^ht to reverence : if this is 
permitted ypo miitt QCBier * expect to sde ithem 
obedient aod respectful when. more advanted ib 
years. 

^ ^^ If yoii have reason on your side make it apf? 
pear with a soft and gentle air; -to what end 
those emotions of anger ?. thib ia not. the wky to 
per.suade a reasonable mind. But if you have 
npt reason on your sidcj and yet would jcarry it 
by downright forcCi you are oo better than the 
public robber9». 

. *' You are only employed in procuring for 
yourself all : sorU of pleasures, and in leading a 
sensual and voluptuous life) yoYi enjoy calmly 
all the favours of fortune, and think yourself 
^cure from hunger, thirst, and povcMy* • iSense- 
less, as you are, are yOn ignolrant.tbat heaven eb^ 
dures not the wicked, and leaves not. any evil 
unpunished ? « 

'^ There *are three things. you should always 
have before your. eyes^. the law of )beaven,fthd 
law of the empire, and the honour of your neighs 
bour. If you neglect . these three articles^ go 
wherever yon will> you must not hope to livie.at 
easjB. . , ..'.....:.. ^ 
. '' If you .see a man repent: of. the.eivil het hath 
committed, carry your reprimand no farther: if 
be is confounded at his faulty consider it as wiped 
out : if he bend hims^lf^ Hirust not forth your 
hand, to overturn him to ihe earjth. • 
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'' If you undertake to relieve the unhappy, do 
it not by halves : but if you have a correction or 
re|>«iaiand to besto\y^ do it only >vith sweetness 
and modention. ,' . . 

'' Life passes away with great rapidity, and 
ireturny. lio moi'ei 'A ♦htirtdred years when tliey 
Are spent are no more than the twinkling of an 
eye. Let us then employ usefully the few daya 
Treihavo'tO'-livtt.'-' ''*•;*'.' 
: 'i^' InL'theiftud^eb tralisport^ of a lively frjcnd- 
Bhip> sayi not'kll'^you bear in your min^, youc 
openness maybe abused in a time of shyness' 
In like manner in the moment of indignation, say 
hot all you think : should you afterwards be 
never sojdosirous of reeoncilement, will you dare 
to present yourself before him, whom your rage 
hath, so highly oflended ? Repentance follows^ 
fault very 3iear^ and >peo pie bear along while in 
their heart the dart that wounds it. 

'^ A sage ought to be a living instruttfon to 
Ihe common class of men: there should appeaj: 
nethtng f^voloiM in* his ^Kscout-be, nothing irre- 
gular/ in his conduct, and his actions should be 
always conformable to the law of heaven.' It i^ 
not for the valley aUme in which it grows that 
the/ fiowet Lan is ho beautiful and fragrant. It 
-Ia not for yoUfs^lf -ttlone thai you^bught to ac- 
:qu ire wisdom. '^ 

. . f. If the fathec of a ftimily batlrc every day, his 
jchildcenjwtll be skilful swimmbr^: If the father 
steals melons or fruits, his sons will hp assassins 
and incendiaries. One is apt to spare a child, 
and laugh at his faults^ instead of correcting 
•them: it is pretended he is still too young; 
(nd while this: is incessantly said and r^catcd^ 
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the child grows up/ he ia now. a great boy and 
becomes jour punishment: People tornusnt and 
afflict themselves when they have no childrei^ 
and yet they frequently suffer much lotee wtica 
they have thcra* . ' 

'^ How bard is it to escape a bad oharaeter { 
It is still moredifficMltto deserve genemi erteem 
and approbation. 

'^ What end do you think can b^.aBSweredby 
that blunt ^tti haug^ity air^^bfch distingfui^hes 
you? Be good and severe at!lhe jame time, 
eternal peace shall reijgi in youc family* Put a 
seal upon your mouthy and guard your heart as 
you would guard the walls of a city. AboTc all 
do not become a relator of false reports^ nor of 
all you hear said at random.. . 

'^ Study, science^ and viritue^ make whole £a,mi^ 
lies shine: applica/tioa ;a9d eecpooiBy serve to 
govern them : complaisance and a^aeific dispo- 
sition, to keep them united : tranquility and con- 
formity to reason, to preserve tbem. A man who 
hath neither equity, applicaticHiA nor politenees, 
is a savage beast, whose head 48 oovere^ wttb a 
bonnet. 

'^ However dexterous a man may be, wiiateyer 
service he may have performed, if be is yaia 
enough to make it the siibjeciof bis conversa^ 
tion,'if there escape a single word in bis own 
praise, it is all over with him,, he loses all the 
merit of it. If, on tlie conteary, he chance to 
fall into any fault, and do but acknowledge it 
and humble himself, his fault is repaired. 

'^ The greatest part of tlie evils, wtuLch are felt 
in old age, often flow from the excesses that have 
\)een ind^ilged in tbe vigour of life. Oqe sia^ 
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still "vrith more truth assert that the afflictions of 
the mind and the achings of the hearty have taken 
root in the time of prosperity. 

** Would you be in the number of these great 
souls^ \vho put themselves out of the reach of all 
the disgraces of life } begin M^ith bearing slight 
wrongs. Would you improve your talents and 
your virtue } endure ill fortune v^ith patience, 
8till farther would you spare yourself all occa- 
sipn of repentfuiee and grief? fill yoqr min^ 
with useful knowledge^ your heart with g^4 
thoughts : say nothing but what is g^pdi do oot 
thing but what is good^ a^d UQly associate wi^i 
good raw.*' 

O God! Preserver of the world: Self Jn^ 
structor : Self Preserver and Author of all 
good Works, we have heard Thy laws delivered 
by a beloved servant. Grantj Almighty Godj 
that we may reap instruction from them. 
' ^^ Father, hallowed he Thy name : Thy king- 
Horn come: Give i^s every day our bread for 
the morrow : and forgive ns our sins as wefor-^ 
give him that is indebted to us : and lead us not 
into tempta.tiofi. Amen/' 

£Jf the elder who performs the service, should 
think it necessary, The Confession of Faith 
may here be ejaculated; then an Hymn, ad- 
dressed to the great Creator; afterwards 
conclude the service with a discourse on rnQ-' 

• raWy.2 



CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
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Ist, I BELIEVE, with perfect faith, than an 
Omnipotent and Almighty Being, which is deno-r 
minated God, created the universal space of n^r 
ture, and preserves it by unerring laws. 

2dly, I believe, with perfect faith, that He 
is the Father of all good, and that He alone is 
the only proper object of the worship of man. 

Sdly, I "believe, with perfect faith, that God 
bas in various ages, ^nd in different countries^ 
revealed his will by the mouths of certain wise 
sages who have expounded his laws. 

4thly, I believe, with perfect fajth, that these 
servants of the Deity, ought not to be worshipped 
as subordins^te Deities, neither co-equel, nor 
^o-eternal with him : He alop^ is the pbject of 
our worship. 

5thly, I believe, with perfect faith, that this 
life is only probationary, and that we shall aU 
be rewarded in another state according to our 
good or bad conduct^ 

6tlily, I believe, with perfect faith, that the 
departed souk of all men who have taken virtue 
for their guide, now enjoy eternal felicity ; and 
that the souls of all men now on earths and the 
souls of all who may hereafter be created, will 
be saved^ if they follow the same guide. 






') 







m 



